
RDC Minutes - April 15, 2021

The Beech Grove RDC met on the second floor of BG City Hall on Thursday, April 15,
2021.  The meeting started at 7pm (1900 hours).

The members present included Presiden Nathan Rinks, Vice President Matthew
Kochevar, Secretary Cathy Chappell, Liz Lamping and James Siegman. The newest

member is Rob Challis, representing the BG School Board.

First on the agenda was voting on the minutes from the March 18, 2021 meeting.  A
motion was made to approve the minutes by Matt Kochevar and seconded by Liz

Lamping.  The minutes were approved.

Next was the docket which included invoices from AES Indiana, Peters Consulting and
Lewis-Kappes Law Firm.  The total on the docket is $44,198.07. A motion was made by

Liz Lamping to accept the docket as presented and it was seconded by James
Siegman. The motion carried.

President Nathan Rinks talked briefly about the previous projects shared with the city.
Last year concrete and fencing was provided to Rustic Root Tea Room, 5th Avenue Bar

and Grill and New Dey Rising Bakery.  Unfortunately, New Dey Rising is no longer in
business but the Beech Grove Pizza Company is ready to open and will be able to use

the outdoor dining.

Nathan said the RDC will be discussing four businesses who have expressed a desire
to also have outdoor space. Those businesses include O’Gara’s Irish Pub, Shiny Day

Cafe, Treasure Trove and Market on Main Street.

Kelsy Behl, a member of the Greenscape Commission and a designer with Mader
Designs, approached the podium to discuss some ideas and things to keep in mind

when making changes on Main Street. Kelsey talked about the value of street trees, the
possibility of a parking lot being developed, ADA guidelines and instead of trees in

planters perhaps trees surrounded by a grate.

Mary Okragly, from the Greenscape Commission, read BG Ordinance 105.11 regarding
licensing and permits required before anyone can prune, treat, or remove any street

tree, park tree, or other flora on public lands without first obtaining a license. She
expressed that this ordinance had already been violated. Greenscape member, Angel

McKenna, also spoke about the responsibilities of the commission.



Representatives from O’Gara’s and Shiny Day Cafe both approached the RDC
regarding their desire for outdoor dining.  As well as, Blue, spoke on behalf of Market on
Main. He agreed the outdoor area would benefit the business. Treasure Trove, Y Shop

and Market on Main feature outdoor shopping on the 2nd Saturday of the month.

Mr. Easley, with the Indiana Department of Public Works, spoke about the importance of
greenscape and the value it adds to a community. He said the IN Dept of Public Works

just finalized a 5 year plan.

Member Rob Challis, expressed how he was pleased that the RDC members seemed
to be in agreement of this project, in conjunction with the city. He said Beech Grove was
looking like a warehouse at one time, but thought the improvements being considered

would be a big asset. He thought the community would be much like Broad Ripple,
Fountain Square and Mass Ave.

Vice President, Matthew Kochevar wondered if the RDC decides to split the costs of this
project could we also designate RDC money would not be spent on the removal of

greenspace. Attorney Robert Rund said if the RDC decides to split the expenses with
the city, they cannot determine just what the RDC would cover or not cover.

Mr. Copenhave said he thought the RDC should consider creating requirements to
guide us before making financial decisions.

Gary Hall expressed his concern over losing parking spaces on Main Street.
In February 2020 he actually spent time taking stats on how many parking spaces were

being utilized during the course of the day.

Member James Siegman asked if we were sure alcohol was allowed to be served
outside. Nathan responded that it is legal.

Mr. Easley suggested that we determine what requirements the RDC would have in
order to be fair in considering future projects.

Kelsy said she would be willing to create a few design ideas and present them to the
commission.

The workshop will take place on Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 9am at Beech Grove City
Hall. The public is invited, but will not participate. This workshop will be about the role of
RDCs in communities. Robert Rund was considering inviting a couple of people to help

educate members.



President Nathan Rinks said he wants to remain a member of the RDC, but he will be
stepping down as President.  His daughter will be having surgery and because of her

lengthy recovery time, he was concerned about keeping up with the demands of being
the RDC President.

A motion was made by Matt to adjourn and it was seconded by Liz Lamping. The
motion carried and the meeting ended at 8:35pm. (2035 hours).

Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Chappell, Secretary


