
 RDC Meeting July 28, 2016 

 

The July 28, 2016 meeting of the RDC was held at Beech Grove City Hall 

on Thursday at 7:00 pm (1900 hours). Those present included President Don 

Webb, Vice President Ron Mote, Secretary Cathy Chappell, Jannis King and 

Tammy Storey. Member Mac Bellner did not attend. 

 

A motion was made by Jannis King to approve the May 2016 minutes and 

seconded by Ron Mote. The minutes were approved as written. 

 

 President Donald Webb asked for a motion to pay the bills totaling  

$280,872.56 that included a bond payment, a fee to Lewis & Kappes Law 

Firm, sewer bill and Tim Showalter.  A motion was made by Cathy Chappell 

and seconded by Ron Mote. The motion passed.  

 

Our next speaker for the meeting was Trent Newport from Crossroads 

Engineers. He announced The Greenway Path will now be named The 

Franciscan Trail.  Federal funding through MPO in the amount of $2.64 

million dollars has been awarded. The total for the project is $ 3.75 million 

dollars that gives the project a $1.1million dollar match. A timeline has not 

been established but it is set for the year 2021. It may get started in 2020. 

 

Environmental work and surveying needs to get started and he mentioned 

$30,000.00. Trent showed President Donald Webb a listing of expenditures. 

St. Francis is donating $400,000.00 towards the construction. The RDC and 

the city of Beech Grove will be splitting costs.  

 

Jannis King asked if perhaps St. Francis Hospital would salvage some of the 

architectural elements from the original hospital to use elsewhere in the 

community. The mayor stated he thought it would be a great idea since so 

many local residents have ties to the hospital in some form. 

 

Trent stated Phase 1 of the trail ends at Emerson Avenue and Hornet 

Avenue. Phase 2 will begin at that location. The extended trail will venture 

through the school campus, however, specifics have not been mapped out. 

Applications are filed with the MPO near Thanksgiving time for phase 2. 

Public meetings will take place probably the summer of 2017.  

 

Jannis King made a motion to accept the authorization to precede contract of 

$30,000.00 and was seconded by Ron Mote. A second motion was made by 



Jannis King and seconded by Cathy Chappell. The second motion was in 

regards to a LPA – consultant contract. DOT and not the firm of Lewis & 

Kappes created the contracts 

 

The City of Beech Grove and the RDC received the Community Action of 

Greater Indianapolis Award for the Beech Grove Station construction of 

senior housing. NPR is still looking for property to build another facility.  

Beech Grove Station is completely leased and there is a waiting list. 

 

The St. Francis Medical Arts building is currently being remodeled. 

Hopefully, the job will be completed in the fall. The hospital building will be 

taken down a piece at a time as opposed to imploding. A company called 

DLZ is in charge of the bidding process. Mayor Buckley will keep the RDC 

in the loop regarding this process. He doesn’t know for sure, but suspects the 

ground where the hospital stood will be turned into green space. Unless 

something else is constructed on the vacant property the RDC will not 

receive TIF money.  

 

Mayor Buckley met with Community Health Network. They have leased the 

space located behind Taco Bell on Emerson Avenue. They are set to move in 

late fall. It will be a family practice facility. Dennis expects a long-term 

commitment to the city.  

 

July 29, 2016 the city will apply for funding for more paving this fall and 

early spring of 2017. The amount is roughly $800,000.00.  

 

Jim Cantor, owner of Cantor Group, is interested in developing the 

commercial property on 17th Avenue, across from the hospital. August 3 at 

10am will be the third meeting with the mayor. Mayor Buckley would like 

someone from the RDC to attend. This property is in a TIF district.  

 

The Churchman sidewalks are set to go this time next year. By the year 2024 

the Franciscan Trail will be part of the Indianapolis Cultural Trail. 

 

August 25, 2016 at 10am the mayor would like an RDC member to attend a 

10am meeting at city hall. CSX, Garmong Company and Cripe Engineering 

will be in attendance to discuss the property north of Amtrak. Garmong 

constructs commercial buildings for lease. The buildings are simply shells. 

The tenant finishes the building to suit their needs. 

 



The street running north and south from the high school is running behind 

schedule because of rain.  As of tonight’s meeting, the curbs have been 

poured, stone installed today and asphalt should be poured August 29. The 

RDC donated $50,000.00 towards the project. The street is now going to be 

a one-way south street. 

  

President Donald Webb said in 2017 it appears the RDC has committed 

approximately $97,000.00 towards the Franciscan Trail. Starting in 2017 the 

RDC will receive tax money from the Beech Grove Station. 

 

Jannis King made a motion to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Ron 

Mote.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cathy Chappell, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


