
I would like to thank the voters of Council District 3 and the citizens of Beech Grove for their support during my first year 

in office. We have done a lot of work in 2012 and there is much more to come.  

I wanted to clear up some issues with Mayor Dennis Buckley’s State of the City speech.  To start, the mayor stated there 

are no classes or school to teach you how to be a mayor.  False, the Indiana Association of Cities and Towns offers many 

classes, including, but not limited to, Newly Elected Officials Orientation for local government, which I attended.  I am 

unaware of the Mayor attending any classes or information sessions.   

He stated the city tore down and surplus the skate park.  This is half true; the city did tear it down due to safety 

concerns, but gave it to an Indianapolis church, for free.   

He stated, work was to begin on the park erosion problem in late spring of 2013, but issued a recommendation on July 

16, 2012 to the Board of Works (BOW) to declare emergency conditions just to skip the bidding process.  (The mayor is a 

member of the BOW and appoints the other two members)  If this is not going to get fixed until the spring of 2013, it is 

clearly not an emergency and the city could have saved money by sending it out for bid.   

He states Indianapolis Senior Center has closed and some now come to Beech Grove. However on the Beech Grove 

Senior Citizens Center website, it states “All persons in the community aged sixty years or older are invited to participate 

in any or all of the activities provided.”   

Mayor Buckley also states offices are at City Hall and they are their every day.  False, city offices are closed on the 

weekend; however one of Dennis Buckley’s campaign promises were to be more accessible by being open on some 

weekends.   

He states that the mayor and the clerk tabled the deletion of the Main Street Loan Program.  False, I motioned to table 

the deletion of the program for 1 year, Councilman Mobley seconded the motion, and the motion passed 6-1 with 

Councilman Harrison voting no.   

The mayor further stated the city had not lost an employee during 2012.  False, more than a couple people have left 

their position and some were replaced, while others were replaced with a part time employee.    

Mayor Buckley stated he is hopeful to install cameras in the parks. The bond measure that the council passed last year 

included cameras for the parks. This should have already been a done deal.   

The City of Beech Grove has a great opportunity to grow and prosper.  However Dennis Buckley continues to spend 

more money that the city doesn’t have, proposes ideas that will have damaging effects on the future of our city, cannot 

respond to citizens, works around the requirement to get bids just so he can give work to his campaign donors, cannot 

keep campaign promises, proposes hurtful business ordinances, only enforces ordinances in which he can generate 

revenue, and now he wants to raise our sewer and trash rates without going through the sanitation budget to justify 

the increase.  I hope you will join me at the council meetings to tell Mayor Dennis Buckley to start working on his 

campaign promises and stay out of the citizen’s wallet. 
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