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Short History of the Beech Grove Public Library. 

.  

 

            Early library facilities for the citizens of Beech Grove 

were in the public school. The library was started by Lloyd B. 

Mann, the city’s first High School Principal 

In 1949, more than 1,800 Beech Grove citizens, under 

the leadership of the Parent Teacher Association, petitioned the 

city to establish a free public library under the Library Law of 

1947. As a result, the library district was established by the 

Beech Grove City Council on May 4, 1949. 

The Beech Grove Library and Civic Center was formed 

as a non-profit corporation for the purposes of collecting dona-

tions for the erection of a building to house the library and civic 

auditorium. 

Board of Directors included: Dr. Leon W. Berger, presi-

dent; Lynne H. Hull, vice president; Dr. James C. Rhea, vice 

president; Alice Stratton, secretary; Byron Saunders, treasurer; 

Michael P. Schaefer; Elton H. Geshwiler; Ewell F. Ewing; Bru-

no Bredy; Clarence V. Kinsey and E. Allen Hunter. 

 

Upcoming 

Meetings 
 

The second 

Wednesday of 

each month 
May 8

h
 2019 

 

Jun 12  2019 

 

July10
th

 2019 

6:30 – 8:30 PM 

Beech Grove 

Public Library, 

Community Room 

 

 

New Member? 
Want to Join   

the Beech Grove 
Historical 
Society? 

Dues are $20 per 
person, per year  
Due in January 
OR you can pay 

a 
One-time lifetime 
membership fee 

of $100 per 
person. 

 
Donations are 

always welcome, 
too! Simple pay 
Nancy Ellis in 

person at one of 
our meetings, or 

send your 
payment to our 
address, below, 
with an attention 
to Nancy Ellis. 

 
 
 

PLEASE SHOW 
YOUR SUPPORT! 
Come and enjoy the 
meetings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
See our Facebook page and get in on the pictures, info, and 

conversation! Share the page wit 
h your friends and spread the word!    
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The work of raising the funds moved forward with the help of the following people: Cornelia Geshwiler, 

William C. Weber, Beatrice Bailey, Bonnie Adams, Margaret Zipp, Olin VanHorn, Edith Joyce, Alice Hensley 

and Rev. Father Hartman. 

The first library opened in October 1951 in a temporary store front location at 504 Main Street with Lu-

cille Wright as librarian. Within three months, all available space was filled, and it was obvious that larger quar-

ters were required to provide adequate service. 

To provide new quarters $30,000.00 was raised through contributions and a grant of $10,000.00 from 

the Lilly Endowment.Ground was broken for the new building at 1102 Main Street in October 1952 and the li-

brary opened June 1, 1953 with the auditorium completed in December of that year, reported Richard Bunton, 

Librarian. 

In August 1954, Helen Hurst, Acting Librarian hired high school student Evelyn McHenry to work the 

circulation desk for one day so she could work in her office and pay the bills. This brought the paid staff up to 2 

people.  (Evelyn stayed with the library for over 38 years.) 

Helen Hurst reported a rapid growth in the use of the library. By 1960, additional space was required, 

and plans for an addition were already under way. In 1966, the planning became a reality with the completion of 

a two-level addition. Helen Hurst retired, and Frances Wiseman was named head librarian in 1964. The lower 

level remained unfinished until 1972, when it was completed for the children’s room. 

 

By 1972, the library’s business had increased to such an extent that Diane Burns was hired to be the 

Children’s Librarian, there was a part time bookkeeper and various part time clerks and pages. 

In 1985, the Beech Grove Library began a renovation project that wasn’t completed until January 1991. 

Most of the $1.2 million bond that funded renovation was earmarked for computerization of all aspects of the 

library, from the business aspect of payroll and finances to the checking out of a book. 

 

At the retirement of Frances Wiseman in 1986, Diane Burns was named the new Library Director. Un-

der Diane Burns the staff was reorganized and added to so that there was now a Children’s/Audio Visual Librar-



ian, Doriene Bromstrup (now Doriene Malloy); a Reference/Technical Services Librarian, Michele Patterson; a 

Circulation Desk Supervisor, Lanna Farley, an Executive Assistant, Evelyn McHenry and a part time 

bookkeeper, as well as part time clerks, pages and janitors. 

On January 17, 1991, the Beech Grove Public Library checked out a book for the first time using its new 

computerized circulation system. Since that time, the library has expanded its technology to include various 

CD/ROM programs for reference as well as educational games for children, four (4) word processing stations,  

three (3) online public access catalog stations and two (2) internet browsing stations. 

The library’s book collection has grown from 9,000 in 1954 to 34, 000 in 1981 to 59,592 in December 

1996.  The library subscribed to 110 periodicals and four daily newspapers in 1981. In 1997, the library now 

subscribes to 255 periodicals and newspapers.  The library also holds over 2,500 videos; over 1,500 audio mate-

rials; over 150 art prints; a collection of over 8,000 pamphlets and clippings on travel, medical issues and local 

Beech Grove history; and a collection of Beech Grove High School yearbooks. The library has 13,400 card 

holders from Beech Grove and the surrounding area. 

 

A Friends of the Beech Grove Public Library group has been in existence for several years. They hold 

various fundraising events, such as an annual sale of used books and library teas, which help support the library 

programs and collections. They serve as volunteers at the library for special events and some serve on a weekly 

basis assisting with routine library functions such as clipping, shelving, etc. The Friends have funded special 

programs such as visiting Storytellers, Puppeteers and Musicians, the summer reading program for children and 

adults, and the annual Staff and Volunteer Recognition Breakfast. 

In 2008, there were 5 full time employees, including the Library Director, the Reference/Technical Ser-

vices Librarian and the Children’s/YA Librarian, and 20 part time employees with the library being open 60 

hours a week. Starting in 2009, due to property tax cuts and caps the library had to reduce hours and staffing, 

reducing to 40 hours a week and retaining only two librarians and fewer part time staff. More emphasis was put 

on the volunteer program at this time as the library looked for ways to continue to offer as many services as 

possible with reduced funding and staff. In August of 2011, the library was able to bring back the third Librari-

an and add back some open time bringing the library up to 46 hours a week. Diane Burns retired as Library Di-

rector in October 2011 and Elizabeth Schoettle was hired as the new Director. 

June 2016, the Beech Grove Public Library merged with the Indianapolis Public Library. 
This allowed for access to more materials and services for Beech Grove residents. Elizabeth 

Schoettle became the first branch manager, the Circulation Manager was Jill Laker, the Adult Pub-
lic Services Librarian was Michele Patterson and the Children’s Public Services Librarian was An-

drew Davis. Todd Gilbert became the Branch Manager on October 1, 2018, just in time for a small 

remodeling of the building. The remodeling opened up the floor space and moved the inner entry-
way of the library to be more centered between the two outer doors.  Several new seating units 

were added                      Updated May 2019 


