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BEECH GROVE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2021 
 
Secretary James Coffman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

Roll Call 

Present: Board of Zoning Appeals’ members Mike Garrett, Rick Greenfield, Julie Weaver and Jeff Yeager were present. 

Attorney Beth Copeland and Secretary James Coffman were also present. Member Marsha Dorsey appeared 

telephonically for the meeting.  

Rules of Procedure 

Secretary James Coffman read the Rules of Procedure and swore in those giving testimony.   

New Petitions 

2021-DVB-006- 5135 Subway Street- Russell Brown appeared on behalf of JDN Enterprises, LLC. Request is for a variance 

of development standards of the Consolidated Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance to provide for the development of an 

industrial building without the installation of sidewalks along existing public right of ways and without the installation of 

sidewalks from the right of way to the primary entrance of the building. (Sidewalks required along the existing rights of 

way and from rights of way to primary entrances of buildings).  

Notice of Hearing- Russell Brown asked for a motion to waive the rules for notice of hearing. Julie Weaver made such 

notice, Rick Greenfield seconded the motion, which was approved by unanimous voice vote of five to zero.  

Remonstrators- No remonstrators spoke against the variance; however several people spoke in support of the variance, 

including DPW Director Brad Meriwether, City Attorney Craig Wiley, Fire Chief Rob Cheshire, Police Chief Michael 

Maurice, Clerk Treasurer James Coffman, and RDC Member Cathy Chappell.  

Staff- Staff recommends approval of the variance to not require perimeter sidewalks but recommends denial of the 

variance to not require internal sidewalks.  

Petitioner Rebuttal- Petitioner stated there would be no access to public transit and that adding sidewalks would make 

it more dangerous.  

Member Mike Garrett made a motion to approve the variance to not require perimeter sidewalks at the site, Jeff Yeager 

seconded the motion, which was approved by unanimous voice vote of five to zero.  

Member Rick Greenfield made a motion to approve the variance to not require internal sidewalks at the site, Jeff Yeager 

seconded the motion, which was approved by unanimous voice vote of five to zero. 

Continued Petitions 

2021-UVB-003 337 Main Street-   By David Young. The Petition had been continued from the September meeting due to 

a lack of proper advertising. Request is for a variance of use of the Consolidated Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance to 

provide for three multi-family dwelling units (residential uses not permitted). The petition is to allow the construction of 

two additional stories for residential use on a current one-story commercial building on Main Street. Drawings of the 

proposed improvements were submitted.  

Staff- Staff recommends approval of the request, subject to the following condition-  

 Revised building elevations shall be submitted for Administrator’s Approval prior to permits being issued.  
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Remonstrators- None  

Member Mike Garrett made a motion to approve the variance as presented, Julie Weaver seconded the motion, which 

was approved by unanimous voice vote of five to zero. 

2021-DVB-005 5457 Elmwood Avenue-   By Worth Outdoor. The Petition was continued from the September meeting 

due to a lack of proper advertising. Request is for a variance of development standards of the Consolidated Zoning and 

Subdivision Ordinance to convert an existing 14-foot by 48-foot outdoor sign to a digital advertising sign (digital outdoor 

advertising signs not permitted). This request is being heard for a second time, with the original request heard in 2017-

DVB-004. The initial request was approved by the Beech Grove BZA, but subsequently appealed to the Metropolitan 

Development Commission (MDC), where the Beech Grove BZA decision was reversed, and the variance denied. Mike 

Mallon spoke on behalf of the petitioner regarding safety studies that have been done regarding digital signs.  Mr. 

VanTreese also spoke regarding the request and stated he had a permit from the state.  

Staff- Staff recommends denial of the variance. The site already has a variance granted for the current use. There are 

721 other billboards in the county, and this would start a precedent for the others. The petitioner cannot prove there is 

a practical difficulty in meeting the current ordinance.    

Remonstrators- None.  

Local business owner, Mike Hoffman spoke in favor of the variance. Hoffman said the billboards are outdated; this is a 

good idea, and would be progressive.  

Petitioner Rebuttal- Mr. Vantreese asked that the BZA support the variance request.  

Member Rick Greenfield made a motion to deny the variance. Jeff Yeager seconded the motion, which was denied by a 

unanimous voice vote of five to zero.  

Reading of the Minutes  

Minutes from September 1st, 2021 were presented. Julie Weaver made a motion to approve the minutes as written, Jeff 

Yeager seconded the motion, which was approved by unanimous voice vote of five to zero.   

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:54 pm.  

 
___________________________________    ______________________________________ 
 Julie Weaver, President                    Jeff Yeager  
 
____________________________________                                    ______________________________________ 
 Marsha Dorsey                                                                                       Mike Garrett  
 
____________________________________   ______________________________________ 
 Rick Greenfield                    James W. Coffman, Secretary  
 


