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the context of the existing Beech Grove park system.
Each of the parks facilities was visited, inventoried,
and evaluated. In addition, the natural/cultural
features and demographics of the planning area were
analyzed.

1 – Plan Summary
Purpose of the Plan
This Master Plan for the Beech Grove, Indiana parks and
recreation system is in response to the continuing
objective of the City of Beech Grove to maintain a guide
for the present and a vision for the future through sound
planning and periodic internal and citizen review.

Needs Analysis
Park system needs were determined through issues
analysis and review of state and national standards. A
public participation process was utilized to help
ensure that the plan will be responsive to the
recreational and leisure needs of the community and
to the vision that residents have for their park system.
The public participation process included a
community preference survey, public open meeting,
and a public hearing followed by a three-week period
for further comment. The survey was made available
online to all Beech Grove residents, with hard copies
available at the Hornet Park Community Center and
City Hall. Residents who rented shelters and/or were
members of the Paw Patch Dog Park were
specifically targeted as a group of patrons most likely
to participate and provide valuable input. Survey
responses were used to determine the characteristics,
perceptions, and desires of the existing/potential park
system user population and the identification of
real/perceived needs or gaps in recreational /open
space resources relative to that population.

Federal and State requirements mandate periodic updates
of community parks master plans to maintain eligibility
for certain grants from the National Park Service and the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources. This 2010 –
2014 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan
represents an update to the previous 2005 – 2009 Master
Plan.

Planni ng Co mmittee
The Beech Grove Board of Parks and Recreation served
as the Planning Committee to research and prepare this
2010 – 2014 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master
Plan.

Planni ng Metho dology
The following planning methodology was utilized for the
development and update of the Parks Master Plan:
•

•

•

The open public meeting provided community
members with an opportunity to set goals and
priorities to guide development of the master plan.

Determination of the characteristics, perception,
and desires of the existing and potential parks
system user population and the identification of
real and perceived needs/gaps in recreational and
open space resources relative to that population.
Evaluation of the appropriateness of current
resources, objectives, and plans to meet the needs
of the system’s constituency.
Conceptualization of an array of park system
components, linkages, and imagery that builds
upon the achievements to date, and carries on the
sustaining vision of an integrated community
resource of open space, facilities, and programs.

The Youth Focus Committee, appointed by the
Mayor, was also involved with determining and
refining the need for expanding facilities and
programming to serve the youth of Beech Grove. A
member of the Parks served on this committee.
A Parks Board member serves on the Beech Grove
Greenscape Commission, which advises the city on
matters related to trees and landscaping.

Based upon the above planning methodology, the master
plan is organized as follows:

Evaluation
The 2005 – 2009 Parks Master Plan was used as the
base upon which the Plan Update builds. The plan
process included the study of the previous
recommendations to determine their appropriateness
and/or success upon evaluation.

Inventory & Analysis
For the 2005 – 2009 Master Plan, a process of
inventory and analysis was established to determine
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Vision Plan

E. That programs offered provide inspiration,
improve the health of and are beneficial to
residents from youth to seniors.

Taking into consideration the needs and desires of the
community and an evaluation of the existing system,
a vision plan was developed for the park system. This
portion of the plan provides the Park Board and other
community leaders with an overall vision for the
future of the parks, open space, and recreational
system.

Summary of Visio n Initia tives
The Beech Grove Park Board and the Greenscape
Commission envision their role as that of lead agencies in
the management of the city’s natural resources and the
development of the city’s recreational resources. The
Board is committed to enhancing the quality of life for
Beech Grove residents by pursuing the following series
of initiatives:

Action Plan
The Action Plan identifies short-term improvements
or planning activities and establishes a priority
system, taking into account considerations of
revenue, funding, and phasing.

•

The Mission Statement and Summary of Goals serve as
the policy basis for the Master Plan.
•

Missio n Statement
The Mission of the Beech Grove Parks Board is to create
and responsibly manage a citywide system of parks, open
space, and cultural resources, and to provide recreational,
cultural, and educational programs based on these
resources to enhance the quality of life for all Beech
Grove citizens.

•

•

Summary of Goal s
•

Goals for the Master Plan derive from the Mission
Statement and the ongoing experience of providing for
the recreational and open space needs of Beech Grove
citizens.

•

•

A. That sufficient open space and natural areas be
available to meet the present and future needs of
Beech Grove residents, and that these resources
be located relative to the population throughout
the city.
B. That the existing parks be linked through a
greenway system and that system link to the
neighborhoods and commercial centers of the
city.
C. That the parks serve as examples of sound
environmental practice and sensitivity and
contribute to a healthy community through the
treatment of their natural systems.
D. That partnerships be enhanced and developed to
the benefit of the park system and the
community.

•

Integrate the Park System into the city through
the development of a greenway system, a
pedestrian plan, and the image/identity of the
city.
Develop a youth/ community center that serves
as a recognized social, recreational, and meeting
space for the citizens of the city.
Partner with the City of Beech Grove Schools to
develop educational and social opportunities for
Beech Grove youth. This may include the
addition of a programming director/staff.
Improve the community’s natural resources to
complement the green identity of the city and to
improve the experiences of visitors and residents.
Continue/develop programming that serves the
cultural and recreational needs of the community.
Work with residents to form a “Friends of the
Parks” organization to support our city parks
system.
Master plan all individual parks to improve the
quality of the parks system.
Improve the marketing and public information of
the park system through the
refinement/development of an information
distribution system and logo/graphic for the
Beech Grove Parks.

The vision for the future is that of a linked and visible
park and open space system. This resource will enhance
the quality of life for Beech Grove residents, and add to
the economic vitality of the community. Working in
partnership with other city and county agencies and with
neighborhood groups, the 2010 – 2014 Parks Master Plan
can become reality.
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2 – Context of the Plan
Planni ng Area
Beech Grove is located to the south and east of
Downtown Indianapolis in Marion County, Indiana.
Under Uni-Gov, the Indianapolis City Council and the
Marion County Council combined to form the CityCounty Council.
Because they wished to retain their autonomy, the city of
Beech Grove and three other local governments were not
included in Uni-Gov. Instead, residents of the “excluded”
units of local government elect their own mayors, clerktreasurers, councils, and boards. As residents of Marion
County, however, dwellers in Beech Grove and the other
cities are obligated to pay countywide taxes. Because of
this and because the Indianapolis mayor’s power extends
to the entire county, residents of the four communities
can vote for the mayor of Indianapolis, a city-county
council member, and the four at-large council members.
The planning area for the Beech Grove Parks Master Plan
is the Beech Grove city limits. (See Map 1)

Map 1: City of Beech Grove Planning Area

At the southern edge of the city, a major interstate, I-465,
runs east/west across Beech Grove. The CSX railroad
line that serves the Amtrak Maintenance Facility also
borders the city.

part, “Because of the Beech Grove farm industry, a
railway installation was at the nearest point on the
Cincinnati road and this, at first called Ingallstown,
afterwards took the name of Beech Grove Station. Still
later the embryo town took the name of the station, and
here we have the origin of the name, the first cause being
the beech trees on the piece of woodland adjoining the
cattle farm.”

Historic Co ntent
Prior to 1820, by virtues of treaties with the Miami,
Delaware, Weo, and Kickapoo Indian tribes, the United
States Government held title to the land on which Beech
Grove lies. In the early 1820’s various parcels of land
were sold to individuals. That land was cleared of timber
and used as farmland until after 1900. In 1864, M. F.
Churchman, of the Indianapolis banking firm of Fletcher
and Churchman, purchased a large tract of land known as
the “Snyder Farm” in the area later to become Beech
Grove. He formed a partnership with George Jackson of
Delaware, who imported the first Jersey cattle to this
country. Their enterprise with pedigreed Jersey cattle was
very successful, and their farm, called “Beech Grove
Farm”, became widely known.

Probably the best-known early resident was Sarah Tittle
(Barrett) Bolton, famed poet and author of “Paddle Your
Own Canoe.” The Sarah T. Bolton Park, “originally
known as “Beech Bank”, was purchased in 1930 from the
Bolton Estate.
Most of the early Beech Grove area was platted in 1906
by the Beech Grove Improvement Company, a firm
engaged in the buying, holding, and selling of real estate.
Beech Grove became an incorporated town that year with
a town board form of government. As the city grew, it
became a fifth class city in 1935 with a mayor-city
council form of government. Then, it became a fourth
class city in 1961. It is currently classified as a third class
city. Since 1935, he city mayors have been Charles
Adams, Allen Hunter, Richard Byland, David Finney,

Prominent among early citizens are the families of
Churchman, MacGregor, Bolton, and Cottman. In 1930,
one of those descendants, George S. Cottman, wrote
about the origin of the city and its name. He wrote, in
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Elton Geshwiler, Warner Wiley, and currently Donald
“Joe” Wright.

River within Marion County on the southwest side of the
city. The second and smaller waterway is a tributary of
White Lick Creek.

Beech Grove Shops
The Big Four Railroad, more appropriately called the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis Railroad,
built the Beech Grove Shops in 1905. It was designed to
maintain steam locomotives, passenger cars and freight
cars. In 1922 the parent company, New York Central,
absorbed the Big Four Railroad and took control of the
shop. New York Central continued to make
improvements and expanded the shop operations.

An underground spring at the west end of Sarah T.
Bolton Park makes mowing the area difficult. In 2009,
the Parks Department began the process of allowing the
area to “go natural.” Native flowers were planted to
attract birds and butterflies. Local boy scouts are
donating birdhouses for the site.
Low-lying areas along Lick Creek in Sarah T. Bolton
Park are prone to flooding during heavy rainstorms. This
will affect portions of the Greenway Trail and appropriate
warning signs will be posted.

During the world war years of 1900-1950 there were
more than 5,000 employees. This was certainly the peak
of activity here at Beech Grove. After World War II,
trains met with a fierce competitor known as the airplane.
Passenger train travel began a gradual decline, and with
that decline there was a decrease in the operations here at
the Beech Grove Shops. Financial difficulties arose
within the New York Central Railroad as well as the
Pennsylvania Railroad, which took over operations here
at Beech Grove. But even this merger was plagued with
financial difficulties and many years of deferred
maintenance existed. The facility came to a state of
general disrepair.

Hornet Park features a wooded area covering several
acres, with many mature trees of native species. The
Parks Board, along the city’s Greescape Commission,
strongly supports preserving this small woodland in its
natural state. A walking path through a portion of the area
allows visitors to enjoy the quiet beauty of the woods.
According to the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources, there are no significant natural areas located
within the Beech Grove planning area.

In 1971, Amtrak came into existence and took over the
passenger rail service for all other railroads with the
exception of the Southern Railroad and the Denver and
Rio Grande Railroad. An ambitious program was
undertaken to repair the old an uncared for passenger cars
and bring them to a usable condition. In 1973, Amtrak
contracted with the Penn Central Railroad to have its
passenger cars repaired and refurbished here at Beech
Grove. Amtrak was pleased with the quality of the work
and the central location of Beech Grove. After much
negotiation, Amtrak acquired 62.5 acres of the shop for
approximately $3,500,000. The Beech Grove Shops
officially became part of Amtrak on April 1, 1975.

Approximately 36 acres at the northwest corner of the
Emerson Avenue/Subway Street intersection was
annexed by the city and will be developed into a Sports
and Park as future funding allows. To date city efforts
have focused on improving the appearance of this parcel,
which sits on top of a former landfill and is currently
vacant. Any structures erected at this site must be built on
a floating foundation.
No other significant land is available in our city limits for
parks and recreation expansion.

Man-made , Hi storical, and Cul tur al
Landscape Features

Natural Landscape Features

There are no significant historic open-space sites in the
City of Beech Grove.

Much of the original natural features of Marion County
and Beech Grove have been lost to development. Prior to
urbanization, the southeast corner of the county
(including the Beech Grove area) was primarily farmland
and woodland.

The Big Four Railroad Yards, or the “Beech Grove
Shops” as they are commonly called, are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The district contains
twenty structures of significance as well as a facility that
covers over 100 acres.

Beech Grove has two waterways within its boundaries.
The primary is Lick Creek, which feeds into the White
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Additionally, Beech Grove has at least another 114
historic sites and structures rated from notable to
outstanding by the Decatur, Perry and Franklin
Townships, Marion County Interim Report.

Other Regional Recreational &
Open Space Facilities
In addition to the Beech Grove parks and recreational
system, there are a variety of other public and private
recreational resources available to local residents.
Residents of Beech Grove can take advantage of their
proximity to Indy Parks. Within a five-minute driving
distance, Beech Grove residents can access Garfield Park
and Aquatic Center, the Pleasant Run Trail, and Sarah
Shank golf course. Within a 15-30 minute driving
distance, residents can access a much broader array of
recreational and cultural amenities of the Cities of
Indianapolis and Greenwood.

Sarah T. Bolton Park is named for city’s most prominent
early resident and reflects the life and beauty that Mrs.
Bolton often spoke of in her poetry. Her home still stands
on 17th Avenue, just outside the park property. Within the
park, Geshwiler Fountain was erected in memory of
former Mayor Elton H. Geshwiler. First elected in 1959,
his 32-year tenure was among the longest in any Indiana
City. Near the main entrance, a memorial honors Beech
Grove soldiers who gave their lives in World War I,
World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam War, and Iraq
War.

Community Partnerships
As noted throughout this plan, the Parks Board and Parks
Department has cultivated many partnerships with
community organizations and facilities.

Schools and Other Open
Space/Recreational Resources
Students from the city of Beech Grove attend the
following public schools:
•
•
•
•
•

The Beech Grove Promoters Club hosts the annual July
3rd Fireworks in Sarah T. Bolton Park.

Hornet Park Elementary School
Central Elementary School
South Grove Intermediate School
Beech Grove Middle School
Beech Grove High School

Visits with Santa Claus and the Halloween Costume
Contest are held at the Elton H. Geshwiler Senior Center.
Hartman Park is home to Beech Grove Little League and
the organization shares responsibilities for maintenance
and improvements of the playing fields and facilities.

Beech Grove schools and associated recreational/athletic
facilities are for student use and not typically open to the
public. The Beech Grove High School tennis courts and
Beech Grove Middle School track are exceptions and
available when not in use for school events.
The Beech Grove Middle School Softball Fields are
maintained in part by the Parks Department, but are
currently programmed only for use by students and the
Beech Grove Girls Softball Association.

The Parks Board recently entered into an agreement with
the Beech Grove Girls Softball Association and the
Indiana Irish Baseball Club. The clubs will make
improvements to and maintain the ball diamond at South
Grove Park in exchange for use of the field for games and
tournaments. The diamond will remain available for
public use outside of those scheduled events.
The Beech Grove High School Cross County Team
utilizes South Grove Park for a portion of their crosscountry course and the Baseball Team plays their home
games at the diamond in Sarah T. Bolton Park.

Private Recreational Facilities
There are a number of private recreational facilities
located in the Beech rove planning area. Most facilities
are private gyms, clubs, organized recreation such as
bowling, etc. However, some of the facilities are open to
the public and include:
•

•

Crossroad Engineers, a local firm, donated labor and
materials for the resurfacing and remediation of drainage
issues at the basketball courts in Sarah T. Bolton Parks.

The Benedictine Center
Offers meeting space, swimming pool,
gymnasium, and workout room
Elton H. Geshwiler Senior Center

The City of Beech Grove is working with Beech Grove
City Schools to provide programming and funding for the
coming Youth Center at the Hornet Park Community
Center.
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The Beech Grove Greenscape Commission shares an
interest in protecting and developing green space
throughout the city. The commission is currently
conducting an inventory of trees in the public right-ofways and city parks. This inventory is funded by a grant
from the Indiana Urban Forestry Council and the results
will be used to develop an efficient and cost-effective
maintenance schedule for the care and growth of cityowned trees.
The Greenscape Commission has also partnered with the
Parks Board to sponsor a Clean-Up Day in the parks.
Volunteers from the community and several
organizations will be tasked with clearing accumulated
winter debris, fallen branches, etc., and mulching
flowerbeds. The Beech Grove Lion’s Club and
Indianapolis Power & Light have supplied gloves and
trash bags for the event.
The Parks Department and Board are working with the
Mayor’s office to form a “Friends of the Parks” group.
Similar organizations in other communities provide much
needed support through volunteers and fund-raising
efforts.
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Implications for parks and recreation:
• Increases in single parent and female-headed
households suggest increased demand for afterschool and summer youth programs.

3-Defining the Constituency
and Its Needs

Age

Socio-Economic Ana lysi s

The “graying” of the population is an important issue that
many communities are being forced to face. In 1990, the
median age for Beech Grove residents was 34.3 years,
while by 2000 that figure rose to 36 years. At the same
time, the number of Beech Grove residents over 65
increased by 45% over the 1990 figures and the number
of residents over the age of 65 living alone increased 10%
for the same time period.

Once 2010 Census Data is available, it is recommended
that information be reviewed for changes in
demographics and to determine how those changes affect
community needs related to parks and recreation.

Popula tion
Beech Grove, incorporated in 1906, is considered part of
the greater Indianapolis metropolitan area. Throughout
the 1990s, the Indianapolis area was growing and
annexed many of the smaller cities and towns. Beech
Grove remained in a separate jurisdiction.

These statistics can be attributed to a variety of factors,
including the maturation of the “Baby Boom” generation
and medical advances that have increased the average life
span. In addition, several communities within the City of
Beech Grove have marketed their facilities specifically to
seniors and older adults, which has attracted more seniors
to the community. Additionally, Beech Grove has a
Senior Center that offers many amenities and activities
throughout the year.

From 1990 to 2000, the population of Beech Grove
increased by approximately 11.2% or 1,497 new
residents. The 2000 Census total population was 14,880.
This growth was larger than Indianapolis (7% increase)
and the State of Indian (10% increase).

Implications for parks and recreation:
• The senior population has unique exercise and
recreational needs that vary considerably from
those required for younger populations. Walking
and sitting areas are very important, especially
in conjunction with areas that provide interesting
activities to observe.
• Demand for senior and adult programming will
increase as the population continues to age.
• Beech Grove will need to provide activities for
young adults and children to attract and keep
young families.

Implications for parks and recreation:
• Significant increases in population suggest
increase in demand for facilities and programs.
• Many new residents relocated from Indianapolis
and are accustomed to highly developed park
districts, facilities, and programming.

Housi ng and Familie s
The total number of households in Beech Grove
increased 11% from 5,488 in 1990 to 6,085 in 2000. The
household size remained nearly the same (2.38 persons
per household in 1990 to 2.39 in 2000). Although the
average household size remained almost constant, it is
still lower than that of the remainder of Marion County
(3.03 persons per household). The number of femaleheaded households also increased by 56% from 1999 t0
2000.

Minority Po pulation
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2000 the
minorities represented 4.99% of the total population.
Persons identifying themselves as Hispanic or Latin
accounted for 2.1% of the total population, well below
the national average of 12.5% and Black or African
American individuals accounted for less than 0.9% of the
total population, also below the national average of
12.3%.

According to the US Census Bureau, the number of
housing units in Beech Grove increased by approximately
749 from 1990 to 2000. This increase translates into
approximately 75 additional housing units per year. With
little available land for new housing starts, it is not
anticipated that this rate of growth will continue in the
future.

Education
For residents age 25 and older, in 2000 80.6% of
residents in Beech Grove were high school graduates or
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higher, slightly above the national average of 80.4%. For
the same age group, 16.7% had a bachelor’s degree or
higher, with the national average being 24.4%.

Marion County Total Personal Income
In 2001 Marion County had a total personal income (TPI)
of $27,116,551. This TPI ranked 1st in the state and
accounted for 16.0 percent of the state total. In 1991 the
TPI of Marion County was $16,933,532 and ranked 1st in
the state. The 2001 TPI reflected an increase of 2.7
percent from 2000. The 2000-2001 state change was 2.4
percent and the national change was 3.3 percent. The
1991-2001 average annual growth rate of TPI was 4.8
percent. The average annual growth rate for the state was
5.4 percent and for the nation was 5.6 percent.

Disability
In 2000, 2786 residents over the age of five had disability
status, representing 21.6% of the city’s total population.
The national average was 19.3%.
Implications for parks and recreation:
• There is significant need to ensure that all
facilities are handicap-accessible.

Poverty Levels and Unemployment
In 2009, Beech Grove City Schools commissioned a
Study of the Community and Student Demographics and
Space Utilization. Based on Census Bureau Data, the
study notes that approximately 10.2% of Beech Grove
families with children under the age of 18 are at or below
the poverty level for Indiana, while just 4.4% of residents
are considered in poverty. The percentage of families
with children under the age of 18 that are in poverty at
the township level is 6.9%, while at the county level it is
13.1%. This increases just slightly in the city for families
with children less than five years of age. In Indiana,
13.7% of the families with children less than five are at or
below poverty level, while in Beech Grove it is 6.5% and
in Marion County 16.2%. Lastly, it is noted that in the
families of Beech Grove City Schools with no husband
present, 14.6% are considered poverty families while
23.4% of the state and 23.8% of the county’s families
where no husband is present were considered poverty
families by the 2000 Census. That percentage declines to
17.2% for Perry Township.

Economic Data
Employment, Industry and Commerce
The 14th largest employer in the state, St. Francis
Hospital and Health Care with over 4,500 employees, has
their main facility in Beech Grove. With a new campus
outside of Beech Grove, however, the future of the Beech
Grove facility remains uncertain. Other large employers
include Amtrak, the Beech Grove School Corporation,
and the City of Beech Grove. In 2001, Amtrak expended
$15.8 million dollars in goods and services with over
10% of those funds being spent at the Beech Grove
facility.
City of Beech Grove Income
Based upon 1999 US Census Bureau Data, the median
household income in Beech Grove is $41,548 dollars.
Those under 25 earn about twenty thousand less than the
average annually, or $23,750. Within Beech Grove,
income generally increases until it peaks between the
ages of 45-54 at $55,379 dollars. These statistics vary
marginally with State and National statistics. The per
capita income in Beech rove is $19,647, compared with
$21,587 nationally.

The Indiana Department of Workforce Development
reports January 2010 unemployment rates of 10.6% for
the U.S., 10.6% for Indiana, 9.8% for Marion County,
and 9.3% for the Indianapolis-Carmel Metropolitan
Statistical Area. These rates represent an increase over
the January 2009 unemployment rates of 8.5% for the
U.S., 9.8% for Indiana, 8.3% for Marion County, and
7.8% for the Indianapolis-Carmel Metropolitan Statistical
Area. IDWD Commissioner Voors further states that,
"Indiana's unemployment rate appears to be holding
relatively stable based on the slowing of job losses."

Marion County Per Capita Personal Income
Within Marion County in 2001, there was a per capita
personal income (PCPI) of $31,408. This PCPI ranked 4th
in the state and was 114 percent of the state average,
$27,619, and 103 percent of the national average,
$30,527. The 2001 PCPI reflected an increase of 2.3%
from 2000. The 2000-2001 state change was 1.8 percent
and the national change was 2.3 percent. In 1991 the
PCPI of Marion County was $20,861 and ranked 3rd in
the state. The 1991-2001 annual average growth rate of
PCPI was 4.2 percent. The average annual growth rate for
the state was 4.5 percent and nationally 4.4 percent.

Earnings by Place of Work
Earnings of persons employed in Marion County
increased from $30,701,356 in 2000 to $31,474,475 in
2001, an increase of 2.5 percent. The 2000-2001 state
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change was 1.5 percent and the national change was 3.1
percent. The average annual growth rate from the 1991
estimate of $18,071,382 to the 2001 estimate was 5.7
percent. The average annual growth rate in Indiana was
5.3 percent and nationally, 5.8 percent.

local public television channel, a press release issued to
local newspapers, and on the city’s website. Sixty-seven
surveys were mailed to residents who rented shelters
during the year or were members of the Paw Patch Dog
Park. These patrons were targeted as a group who
frequent the parks and were more likely to participate.
Thirteen responses were returned for a 19.4 participation
rate from this group. A total of 59 responses were
collected. Overall, the majority of participating residents
were enthusiastic about parks and recreation issues and
were willing to provide written comments in addition to
answering the prepared survey questions.

Implications for parks and recreation:
• When compared with Marion County (#1 in the
state), income levels appear below average but
are generally keeping pace with state and
national averages. These statistics indicate a
need for high quality recreation facilities and
services to compete with surrounding
communities.
• Efforts to provide quality services and
programming at a lower fee level than
surrounding communities should continue.

Several methods were built into the survey to ensure that
the survey responses represented an accurate crosssection of the Beech Grove population.
Survey respondents were asked to identify where they
lived in Beech Grove based upon the division of the town
into five geographic locations (see map included in the
survey, Appendix E). Ninety-eight point three percent of
respondents indicated they live east of Emerson Avenue.
Zone B had the greatest percentage of respondents
(41.4%), followed by Zone E (22.4%), Zone C (20.7%),
Zone A (13.8%), and Zone D (1.7%). These response
rates can be correlated to the spatial distribution of the
population, but also indicate a greater rate of participation
from residents in closest proximity to city parks.
Regarding the gender of respondents, 62.1% were female
and 37.9% were male.

Public Input
Citizen participation in crafting a vision for the future of
the Beech Grove park system is an important goal of the
Park Board. Several methods were employed in order to
gain an accurate and instructive cross-section of the
public attitude regarding local parks and recreation
issues. These methods included a Community Preference
Survey, a Public Open Meeting, a Public Hearing for the
Final Draft Plan, and a three-week period for further
public comment on the plan.
Additionally, community members in attendance are
always invited to ask questions, share concerns, and offer
suggestions during regular monthly meetings of the Park
Board. This ongoing dialogue with the community is an
important tool in shaping our policies and work plans for
our city parks. Beech Grove residents also benefit from
living in a small community, where Park Board members
and park staff are easily accessible.

Regarding age, 37.9% were between the ages of 41 and
55, followed by 29.3% aged 56 - 70, 19.0% aged 26 – 40,
8.6% aged 71 and older, and 5.2% 25 and under.

Chart 1: Public Input Schedule

Community Preference Survey
A community preference survey was utilized to balance
the interests of the constituency groups and interested
citizens with a random sampling of the overall Beech
Grove population.
Community survey forms were available to the
community from October 26 – November 17, 2009. They
were available for completion through the City of Beech
Grove website, as well as located at the Hornet Park
Community Center and City Hall. Survey availability was
advertised through the Electronic Bulletin Board of the
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Milestone

Date

Community Survey
Open Public Meeting
Public Hearing
Public Comment Period
Plan Approval

Oct.26 – Nov. 17, 2009
December 14, 2009
March 22, 2010
March 22 – April 8, 2010
April 12, 2010

Community Survey Results
The following summarizes survey responses. See
Appendix E for a full copy of the survey.
•

•

•

•

•

Participants were asked to provide their opinion
about the quality of various aspects of the park
system. Regarding the maintenance of Beech
Grove parks, 89.7% of respondents indicated that
they were either “very well maintained “ or
“somewhat well maintained.” Nearly 85% of
respondents also indicated that they believe the
parks feel safe and secure. The survey also asked
residents to provide their opinion regarding the
sensitivity of the park facilities towards the
special needs of the disabled. Forty-three point
one percent believe that the Department of Parks
and Recreation has been sensitive to the needs of
the disabled, while 22.4% disagreed and 34.5%
had no opinion.
The most visited park is Sarah T. Bolton with
93.2% visiting, flowed by South Grove park with
74.6%, Hornet Park with 54.2%, and Hartman
Park with 32.2%. The most popular park
activities identified by respondents include
exercise (46.6%), picnicking and enjoying nature
(both 43.1%), and participation in community
events (31.0%). Nearly 33% of respondents make
use of playground equipment and 25.9% use the
Dog Park. Approximately 26% or respondents
use the park for organized sports or youth events.
When asked what other activities or features
would enhance the Beech Grove Parks, the top
responses included more cultural opportunities
(concerts, theater, art fairs), family-oriented
activities and events, more opportunities for
exercise, preservation of natural areas, and youthoriented activities, after-school programs and
sports.
Some of the suggestions for new park system
features include completion of the greenway trail
system, adding a water outlet in the Dog Park, reopening the vehicular bridge in Sarah T. Bolton
Park. Regarding areas in need of improvement,
facilities (shelters, etc.) was the top response with
51.9%, followed by playgrounds (37.0%), and
natural areas (35.2%). Nearly 60% of
respondents indicated greenways and trails are
important to the park system with 78.9%
indicating they would use the greenway for

exercise and 42.1% would use them for
recreation.
A number of respondents commented on
concerns regarding cleanliness of our city parks.
While our parks staff works diligently to
maintain our parklands, these concerns indicate
an increased effort is needed to also encourage
our patrons to pick up after themselves and to
work on improving the public’s perception of our
city parks.

Only one survey response was returned from someone
who does not typically visit Beech Grove Parks. The
Parks Board recognizes the importance surveying nonusers to determine deficiencies in our parks and
programs. It is recommended for the Parks Board to
survey and determine the needs of this constituency
group.

Public Open Meeting
The second component of the public participation process
included an open public meeting of the Park Board to
share survey results with the public and to review
improvements made to city parks from 2205 through
2009. This meeting was also an opportunity for the public
to share their concerns and opinions about the Beech
Grove parks and recreation system, and offer their
suggestions to help shape goals for the future. Five
members of the public attended, along with three
members of the Park Board, the Parks Director, and Parks
Department Secretary. This meeting was held on
December 9, 2009 and videotaped for broadcast on the
local public television station.
See Appendix E for meeting minutes with public
comments.

Youth Focus Committee
The Youth Focus Committee, which is comprised of
parents, teachers and community leaders appointed by the
Mayor to sit on the committee. There is also one
representative from the Mayor’s Youth Council who sits
on the committee. There are 15-20 people who serve on
the Committee, but normal meeting attendance was about
5 attendees.
In 2007, The Beech Grove Redevelopment Commission
hired a firm to complete a study of the kids and youth in
Beech Grove. A report was created and given to the City
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to outline the findings – demographics on the youth,
where they hang out, recreational activities, interests, etc.
That information was used to help determine whether a
Youth Center was needed and how such a place could be
used. After the study, the Committee started visiting
other youth facilities in Marion County to see how they
were managed, activities available, etc. Meanwhile, the
law firm of Barnes & Thornburg worked to get an
earmark for the City of Beech Grove for the Youth
Center and in 2009, that earmark turned into a federal
grant from HUD in the amount of $237,500. Axis
Architecture then created plans to renovate the Hornet
Park Community Center to incorporate the Youth Center
based on needs/wants and budget.

something about the coyotes in Beech Grove – Ken
Cornelius
Paving of the parking lot at Hartman Park, monitor for
the parks during the summer – Dan McMilllan
Ownership of a private drive at Hartman Park and
changing the time of Park Board meetings– JoEllen
Castetter
Vehicular bridge construction in Sarah t. Bolton Park,
stall doors in the ladies restrooms – Mary McVey
Re-opening the bridge in Sarah T. Bolton Park, plans for
the Greenway, maintenance of the entry to Sarah T.
Bolton Park from the Park Meadow neighborhood, need
for new playground equipment at the Hilltop Shelter –
Aaron Lamb

The City of Beech Grove is working in partnership with
the Beech Grove City Schools to get the Youth Center up
and running. The two entities are seeking grants and
funds for programming as well as a Youth Director for
the space. Now that the Youth Center has been presented
to the community and approved by the Parks Board, the
Youth Focus Committee is meeting with the Mayor’s
Youth Council (an all youth organization) to refine the
plans and get them involved with the fund-raising and
staffing efforts.

Water source for the dog park area, dividing the space for
different-sized dogs, and installing a different lock
system for the dog park – Ed Bell
(See Appendix E: Community Participation for meeting
minutes and related documents)
The period for public comment was extended through
Thursday, April 8th. The final plan draft was available to
the public online, at City Hall, and at the Hornet Park
Community Center. Only one further comment was
received during this time. City Councilman Bud Templin
commended the Park Board for saving the city $5,000 –
10,000 dollars by undertaking this project themselves.

Public Hearing and Co mment
Period
A special meeting of the Parks Board was held on
Monday, March 22, 7:00pm at the Hornet Park
Community for the public hearing on the Five-Year
Master Plan. The meeting was widely advertised; in The
Southside Times, Indianapolis Star Online, BGTV 28
Bulletin Board, and on the city’s website. Invitations
were extended to Mayor Wright and members of the City
Council, Board of Works, Redevelopment Commission,
and Greenscape Commission. Public Notices were posted
at the Hornet Park Community Center, City Hall, and the
Beech Grove Public Library.

Conclusions
The community preference survey and public meetings,
in conjunction with the results of the park system
inventory and analysis, were used to develop a base set of
community needs and desires.
Serving as the Planning Committee was definitely a
worthwhile investment of time and energy for the Beech
Grove Park Board. The work involved afforded all
members the opportunity to more closely examine
existing facilities and their use, as well as learn more
about what park features and amenities the community
desires.

Ten members of the community attended the meeting,
including three city councilmen and one member of the
Public Safety Committee. Copies of the final draft plan
were made available to each attendee. Comments
received were mainly questions on parks issues and
future plans. Question topics included:
Access to the Greenway Trail from the intersection of
North 9th Avenue and Buffalo, whether anyone is doing
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Chart 3: Existing Management Structure

4-Park System Evaluation

Park Board

Management Structure
A four-person Board of Park Commissioners, a member
of the Board of School Trustees and the Library Board
ex-officio, oversees the Beech Grove Department of
Parks and Recreation. The Board consists of four
members, appointed by the city, who serve four-year
terms. It is an independent policy-making body, with a
bipartisan appointment process. It was established in
1977.

Parks Director

Hornet Park
Community Center
Facility Manager

The Parks and Recreation board conducts public
meetings on the second Monday of each month. It is at
these meetings that policies, financial allocations, and
special projects are discussed. Additional public hearings
and special task force committees are utilized to receive
public input on specific projects and community needs.

Tractor Operators
Laborers

Office Staff
Custodial Staff
Program
Coordinators
Maintenance Staff

Program
Coordinators
Maintenance Staff

Chart 2: Park Board Membership
Member
Ed Marks
Tim Lentz
Tom Prickett
Beth Berg
Rick Skirvin
Joe Prindle

Position
President
Vice-President
Member
Member
Secretary
Member

Appointment
Mayor
Mayor
Mayor
Mayor
School Board
Library Board

New Programmi ng Director

Term Expires
12/31/11
12/31/12
12/31/13
12/31/10
12/31/10
12/31/10

In addition to the current Park Board and staff, it is
recommended that the Parks Board consider adding a
Director of Programming. This staff member would be
responsible for developing, managing and marketing
programs that are sponsored by the Department of Parks
and Recreation, with an emphasis on youth programs.

Existing Park and Recreation
Facilities Inventory

Parks and Recreation Staff
At this time of this printing the Department of Parks and
Recreation had three full-time staff members. Staffing
includes a director, secretary, fitness coordinator and a
seasonal maintenance crew of four persons from April
through October. Public Works Department employees
assist in the parks during mowing season. Currently the
Parks Director also has responsibilities within the
Department Of Public Works. The Community Center
also has three part-time employees who staff the front
desk and several contracted instructors for various fitness
classes. All parks-related tasks are carried out as a
function of the Parks Department. The Parks Director is
responsible for the management, maintenance and
programming of parks facilities within the city.

The NPTA Classification System for Parks and recreation
facilities categorizes park facilities according to size and
the population that is served by the facility.

Neighborhood Parks/Playgrounds
The City of Beech Grove contains four facilities
classified as neighborhood parks, ranging in size from
11.2 acres to nearly 32 acres. According to the NRPA
Classification System, neighborhood parks may include
recreational facilities, such as field games, court games,
crafts, picnicking, and playgrounds. The desirable size for
a neighborhood park is 15 acres, though these parks can
come in a variety of sizes.

15

Neighborhood parks in Beech Grove include:

is primarily a beautification of the southwest corner of
the Amtrak facility, though it does have two benches for
seating and may be used as a rest area for a later phase of
the Beech Grove Greenway system.

Sarah T. Bolton Park: 1300 Churchman Avenue
This nearly 32-acre park facility can be accessed from the
intersection of Churchman and South 13th Avenues, from
17th Street, and from Main Street. Park features include
picnic areas, rolling topography, a creek that winds
through the property, athletic courts and fields, a Skate
Park area, a one-acre Dog Park, and play equipment with
nearby shelters. This is the most used and could be best
described as Beech Grove’s most traditional park. The
vehicular bridge will be replaced this year.

Undeveloped Parks
The Beech Grove Department of Parks and Recreation
does not have any wholly undeveloped park properties.
The City of Beech Grove annexed 36 acres of land at the
northwest corner of Subway Street and Emerson Avenue
and a Youth Sports and Recreation Complex is planned
for this site. However, at this time the land is not under
the control of the Parks Board. Development of this
property is a project of the Beech Grove Redevelopment
Commission, and they will be working closely with the
city and the parks department as plans for the site move
forward.

The Beech Grove Greenway’s northern section of Phase
1 will be in this park.
South Grove Park: 1100 South 9th Avenue
South Grove Park, a 14.31acre facility, is located south of
south Grove Intermediate School and is accessible from
9th Avenue. Park features include picnic shelters, play
equipment, a volleyball court, and open lawn with mature
trees.

See Appendix A for inventory of features and amenities
found in each park facility and park site maps.

Inventory of Exi sting Par ks and
Recreation Programmi ng

The Beech Grove Greenway’s eastern section of Phase 1
will be in this park.

The Department of Parks and Recreation serve a variety
of users and programs within the Beech Grove
community. The following chart highlights the various
recreational programs that take place in Department of
Parks and Recreation facilities. The majority of these
programs are sponsored and organized by organizations
other than the Parks Board. The Department of Parks and
Recreation organizes several seasonal parties within the
community.

Hartman Park: 700 South 9th Avenue
Hartman Park is just north and west of south Grove Park
on the west side of 9th Avenue, and covering 11.2 acres is
the smallest city park. The park is used primarily for
League Baseball with five diamonds, a restroom building,
and concessions. Parking lot improvements will be made
this year.

Chart 4: Recreational Programming

Hornet Park: 5425 Hornet Avenue
Harman Park is a 14.492-acre park with a picnic area and
open lawn. It is adjacent to Beech Grove High School.
Primarily, this park is the site of the Hornet Park
Community Center where the Parks Office is located.
The center also houses meeting rooms and workout
rooms with fitness equipment. The community center
building connects with Hornet Park Elementary School.
Several acres of woods are on the site. A walking path
and bridge have been built through part of the woods, but
they remain mostly undeveloped for recreation.

Park
Sarah T. Bolton Park
South Grove Park

Hartman Park
Hornet Park

Pocket Park: Corner of Garstang & Emerson Avenues
A small Pocket Park was created at the intersection of
Garstang and Emerson Avenues during road construction
and revitalization of Emerson Avenue in 2007. This site
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Program
High School Baseball
Community Activities
Youth Soccer
Cross Country
Girls Softball
Youth Baseball
Youth Baseball
Tennis
Soccer
Community Center
Fitness Center
Community Meetings
Programs

This type of supply standard does not, however, take into
account whether parks and recreational facilities are
meeting the needs of the community. The issues analysis,
in combination with the park system inventory/analysis
process, was the basis for this insight. Using the results of
the survey, public meetings, and experiences of the Park
Board, it was possible to determine potential areas of
improvement, expansion, or notable success within the
system.

Analysi s of Existing Facilitie s &
Programming
Since the approval of the 2005-2009 Parks, Recreation,
and Open Space Master Plan, the Beech Grove Parks
Department has worked to implement many of the items
included in the Action Plan, as well as other
improvements. These include:
• Relocating the Skateboard Park to Sarah Bolton
• Landscape enhancements
• Installation of a new concession stand and
scoreboard at the Sarah T. Bolton Park ball
diamond
• Installation of a Dog Park in Sarah T. Bolton
Park
• Resurfacing of basketball courts in Sarah Bolton
Park
• Hiring of a Fitness Director
• Expanding fitness programs and facilities at the
Hornet Park Community Center
• Improvements to volleyball courts at Sarah
Bolton and South Grove Parks
• Walk path and bridge installed in the Hornet Park
Woods
• Creation of a practice field for youth soccer on
the grounds of the Public Works Department

Recurring themes in both the survey and public meeting
included:
•

•

•

Connectivity between parks and community
Continue to develop features that make the parks
easier to access, such as bicycle and walking
paths, open space corridors and greenways.
More cultural opportunities
Create more opportunities for cultural and
community-based events through park facilities.
These types of events would benefit from new
infrastructure in certain parks, such as an
amphitheater or plaza.
More recreational programming
Expand recreational programs for all age groups.

Accessibility and Universal Desig n

Analysi s

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements
took effect on January 26, 1992. All new facilities
designed and constructed for occupancy later than that
date must be accessible to persons with a handicap.
Further, physical barriers in existing public
accommodations must be removed if readily achievable.
If not, alternative methods of providing services or
equivalent experiences must be offered if those methods
are readily achievable.

There are several standard, nationally accredited planning
models for determining the parks and recreation needs of
the community. Regardless of the method chosen, it must
combine the supply and demand components of the plan
to determine what additional open space and recreational
opportunities should be provided.
This analysis was based upon a combination of national
supply standards and a thorough issues analysis.
Although a level of service (LOS) standards analysis
would have provided additional insight, the lack of
staffing at local parks facilities made this type of analysis
difficult.

Jessica Albright, City of Beech Grove Grant
Administrator, was designated as the city’s ADA
Compliance Coordinator in 2009.

The City of Beech Grove is below average when
examining an overall park system, but exceeding
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA)
standards for physical recreation and open space supply
with neighborhood parks. City of Indianapolis/Marion
County, Regional and Metropolitan level parks were not
analyzed, because it is assumed that these types of
facilities are outside the scope of the city’s Park Board
and are provided by larger bodies, such as county, state,
or federal parks.

The City has been working since late 2009 to determine
what areas the City is out of compliance with ADA
standards. The City is examining its parks, city
buildings, infrastructure, programs, and procedures.
Before the evaluation is completed, a public hearing will
be held to give residents an opportunity to address any
accessibility issues within the City that concern them.
Once the evaluation is finished, the City can draft a plan
for improvements. The City also recently drafted ADA
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Grievance Procedures to give Beech Grove residents a
process to follow when they have ADA concerns. This
will be published with the ADA Transition Plan.

There are two other concerns at Sarah T. Bolton that
should be addressed. First, the bridges running over Lick
Creek are in need of repair. The vehicular bridge will be
repaired this year. The pedestrian bridge has not been
addressed yet, but the metal is rusting and the concrete is
cracking. These unsafe conditions make this bridge a real
obstacle to a person with a handicap. The second, though
more minor concern, would be installing a walkway from
the parking lot to the basketball court. Currently, the
court is surrounded by grass, with no pathway from it to
the parking lot.

ADA Review of City Parks Summary:
The Beech Grove Parks Department operates and
maintains four parks that comprise over 50 acres of
parkland: Sarah T. Bolton Park, South Grove Park,
Hartman Park, and Hornet Park. In March 2010, the
ADA Coordinator conducted an ADA Compliance
Review of all four parks. Beech Grove is most proud to
have ADA compliant restrooms in the parks, shelters
with handicap accessible picnic tables, and a community
center with a handicap accessible exercise room. Yet
while Beech Grove is compliant on many issues, there are
several park elements that need correction. Despite the
limited funding available to address these issues, physical
accessibility to all the parks and their amenities remains
an important goal of the Parks Department. Here are
some of the concerns the Parks Department should
address:

South Grove Park:
The only concern specific to this park is that there are no
designated handicap parking spaces. With a large
parking lot and several spaces along the entrance of the
park, it would not be difficult to assign some of the
spaces to persons with a handicap.
Hartman Park:
While Hartman Park has designated five spaces along the
entrance of the park as handicap parking, the gravel
parking makes it difficult to maneuver wheelchairs. The
gravel is also present in the bleacher areas. Monies have
been appropriated to upgrade this parking lot in 2010.

All four parks:
There are four main concerns present at the parks. The
first issue is accessibility to the playground equipment
and lack of handicap accessible ground level and elevated
play components. Most of the play areas are enclosed by
wood planks and located in the middle of a grassy area of
the park; there are no asphalt or concrete walkways to the
play area or access into the area without an obstacle.
Moreover, none of the play components are handicap
accessible because of their design, the lack of ramps, or
inadequate spacing between the equipment. The second
issue is the walkways. Most of the walkways are the
appropriate width and length, have adequate maneuvering
space, no grade issues, and are made of concrete or
asphalt. However, in some areas of the park, there are no
walkways to essential features of the park or the
walkways are uneven with the other surfaces. For
instance, the doorways into the restrooms are not flush
with the walkway, making it difficult to push a
wheelchair into the restroom. That same issue arises
when the walkway or parking lot meets up with the
bridges. The third issue is the park benches. Not only are
most inaccessible, but they have inadequate seat depth
and back support height. Adequate signage is a fourth
issue at the parks. The restroom signs are located above
the doors, rather than being installed on the latch side of
the doors. Those signs, as well as signs for the drinking
fountains and shelter, have no Braille markings on them.
Sarah T. Bolton Park:

Hornet Park:
No specific concerns at this park.
The City also maintains the Pocket Park. The Pocket
Park is the most accessible park to the public because of
its location along one of Beech Grove’s major streets, but
it is the least handicap accessible. The park, consisting of
two benches and several flowerbeds, is located in the
corner of an intersection. Because there is no sidewalk
along the park, it is only accessible by crossing the street.
However, there is no ramp in the curb; a resident would
have to step onto the walkway of the park to access it.
Moreover, the benches at the park are only accessible by
climbing steps; there is no wheelchair ramp to the bench
area. The height and depth of the benches and the wide
concrete walkway are the only ADA compliant features
of this park.
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5-Vision Plan

•

The Vision Plan portion of the Parks and Open Space
Master Plan provides an overall vision for the future of
the Beech Grove Park System. It includes
recommendations for physical improvements,
development of additional programs, and strengthening
communication with the public. Many of these
recommendations can be achieved in the short-term,
using funds that are readily available, while
implementation of others will require finding innovative
sources and crafting of partnerships.

See Appendix C for the Youth Center Site Plan.

•

Vision Plan Initiatives
•

Community/Youth Center

A renovation of the Hornet Park Community Center
is currently planned to add facilities and
programming for Beech Grove’s youth.
Recommendation and support for this renovation
came from the Youth Focus Committee; an advisory
committee appointed by the Mayor that studied
appropriate means for addressing previously
identified needs of the city’s youth.

Natural Water Resources
Improvements

The primary stream corridor through Beech Grove is
Lick Creek. Protecting the creek, which runs through
Sarah T. Bolton Park and through the heart of the
city, is an important priority. Enhancing the stream
corridors will increase its recreational, aesthetic and
environmental value.

Integrate the Park System into the City
Greenway System
The city recognized the need for a greenways
system over ten years ago and began preparing
for the development of a greenway system that
would connect city parks and schools. Support
was demonstrated in both the City’s 2000-2004
and 2005-2009 Parks and Recreation Master
Plans, where the construction of a greenway trail
was the number one priority for new facilities.
This continues to be a top priority for the city’s
park system. Exercise (walking, jogging, hiking
and biking) was the number one survey response
to what activities bring residents to the city parks.
Trail use was also the reason most often cited for
visits to parks outside of the city.

•

Park Property
Enhancement/Beautification

From the survey and public meeting discussions, the
parks are generally in good condition. However, to
meet the needs of the public, and to provide excellent
parks and recreation services, it is recommended that
the Parks Department continue efforts to beautify the
facilities and enhance the qualities the community
cares about. Enjoying nature was second most
popular survey response to what activities bring
residents to the city’s parks.

The proposed greenway not only provides a
linear park for recreation and exercise, but is also
part of an alternative transportation system for
the community. As such, the Indianapolis
Pedestrian Plan has incorporated the proposed
Beech Grove greenway trail as part of the plan
that includes a complete system of walk-able
routes throughout the Indianapolis Metropolitan
Area. The trail will ultimately connect all four
parks to one another as well as to Historic Main
Street, several neighborhoods, and the primary
commercial corridor (Emerson Avenue).

As part of the beautification, the natural corridors and
streams should be protected and enhanced through
stream bank stabilization and naturalized plantings.
Maintenance of existing facilities also contributes to
the attractiveness of the parks. The development of
greenways and trails will enhance access and use of
the parks.

•

Developm ent of Cultural Activities

As in the past, through survey responses and public
meetings, the community continues to express its
desire for the parks system to offer more cultural
opportunities, such as concerts and theater, as well as
family oriented activities.

See Appendix B for a map of the proposed
Greenway System.
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As the largest city park property, Sarah T. Bolton
Park is a hub of community activity and hosts
events such as Community Day, the July 3rd
Fireworks, family picnics and reunions, and
concerts. It offers an ideal location for
construction of the proposed outdoor
amphitheater. It is recommended the aging Parks
Maintenance building be torn down, and the
offices and equipment relocated to an appropriate
site within the city, to make way for the new
facility. The amphitheater will provide an
excellent venue for concerts, theater, and other
productions.

•

•

•

•

Parks Foundation & Neighborhood
Involvement
It is recommended that the city move forward
with plans to establish a not-for-profit parks
foundation to provide a means for individuals
and businesses to support the efforts of the
Department of Parks and Recreation. Park
foundations can provide the method to receive
donations of funds and resources to assist with
maintenance, meet future needs of the
community, and promote the understanding and
use of park resources.

Recreational Programming

•

In addition to concerts, theater, and family
oriented activities, the community has a strong
interest in youth athletics and activities. Beech
Grove City Schools would be an excellent
partner in developing programs and recreational
activities for the city’s youth.

Park Recommendations
A majority of public survey respondents
indicated they believe the Parks Department
should more fully develop existing parklands
rather than develop new parks.
ADA Compliance issues at all parks should be
prioritized and addressed as funding allows.

Programming/Youth Director
It is recommended a Director of Programming be
hired to develop and supervise programs for the
planned Youth Center. Parent and community
volunteers could provide assistance with
supervision of participants.

Sarah T. Bolton Park
The vehicular bridge over Lick Creek will be
replaced with a wider bridge featuring two lanes
for traffic and sidewalk for pedestrians. The
community has been looking forward to
completion of this project for several years. The
bridge will enhance access to all areas of the park
and facilitate police patrols through the park.

Marketing and Public Information
Providing information to the public is important
to ensure residents and other potential visitors are
aware of parks programs and facilities and are
able to take full advantage of city park offerings.
The Parks Department currently maintains web
pages on the city’s website with information on
parks, events, programs and facilities. It is
recommended that the Parks Board regularly post
meeting times, location, agendas and minutes.
This effort will help disseminate information
previously available through the broadcast of
meetings on the Beech Grove Cable Channel.

The parks maintenance building should be
demolished and relocated to an appropriate
location. This would also clear the way for
construction of an outdoor amphitheater.
The pedestrian bridge over Lick Creek should be
repaired and will offer safe, handicap accessible
access to shelters, the playground area, and
restrooms.
A water source should be installed at the Dog
Park for the benefit of patrons.

It is further recommended that the Parks Board
and Parks Department make better use of local
newspapers to advertise events, programs and
projects. A parks newsletter would also be a good
media for communications. Creation of a
logo/graphic would be useful in identifying, or
branding, parks department publications.

The Hilltop Shelter restrooms should be
renovated.
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instituted training in the development of
Performance Measurements that illustrate and
economic and demand value for facilities, service
and programs.

South Grove Park
This park supports similar uses as Sarah T.
Bolton and has similar features, but lacks
development. Its location adjacent to the creek,
topography and mature trees suggest a more
traditional park setting. Development of the
Greenway through the park should complement
its natural character and not detract from its use.
The trail will directly connect the park to both
Sarah T. Bolton Park and Hornet Park.

These performance measures assist the city by
providing greater understanding of the economic
value of the services being offered. And while
the performance measures consider public
feedback, other measurable quality of life factors
need to be considered as well. For example, when
examining the value of a trail system or other
facility to the public, it may be difficult to
quantify the value and directly correlate its value
in terms of use. Therefore, additional
considerations will need to be introduced into the
equation, such as a greenways impact on property
values, the health of the community, business
attraction retention, community diversity and the
social effects of a trail system.

The basketball court is no longer in use and
should be removed.
Hornet Park
Renovation of the Community Center will allow
for the addition of programming and recreational
activities for the city’s youth. Fitness areas and
programs should be preserved. There is a high
demand for meeting and banquet rooms and the
parks master plan should examine future use of
the facility and consider an addition to the
existing building.

Additionally, it is recommended that the Parks
Board members and Department of Parks and
Recreation staff join the Indiana Park and
Recreation Association (IRPA). The IRPA is a
non-profit organization composed of park and
recreational professionals, individuals, and
groups dedicated to the promotion of worthy
leisure time and a quality environment through
research, education, and service. The IRPA is an
affiliate of the National Recreation and Park
Association (NRPA).

The wooded area of the park should be
preserved.
Hartman Park
Determining the future use of this facility needs
to occur. Demand is great for use of the baseball
fields and focusing its development as a premier
Little League Park could be an asset to the city.

•

Master Planning for All Parks

•

Performance Measures,
Management Training and
Education

The Parks Board and staff should work with
community members to develop individual
master plans and design guidelines for each park
facility, based upon the input of park users and
neighbors. In this manner, the park users will be
more excited about their neighborhood parks and
be willing to support that park’s development.

Central to the Vision for Beech Grove City Parks
is to provide services that are valued by the
community. The City of Beech Grove has
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6-Implementation & Action
Plan
The priority issues facing the Beech Grove Parks Board
have been identified and the long-range vision developed.
The Action Plan section of this report establishes the
manner in which priority issues will be resolved in the
next five years, taking into account considerations of
revenue, funding, and timing. The Beech Grove Parks
Board and City Council are committed to finding grant,
foundation and other funding sources for parks
improvement projects.

•

Bon ds
The city may wish to initiate a bond issue to pay
for large improvements that cannot be covered
using existing funds.

•

User Fee s
Fees for shelter rentals, Dog Park memberships,
Community Center room rental, and Fitness
Center classes and memberships are an important
source of revenue to defray the costs of programs
and maintenance of facilities. Beech Grove
residents and other patrons currently enjoy fees
that are consistently less than those charged by
surrounding communities. The Parks Boards
believes it is important to continue to provide
programs and facilities use at an affordable cost

•

Pr iv ate Do nat ion s/Or ga niz at io ns
The Department of Parks and Recreation should
seek out private donations of materials, funds,
and amenities to aid in the maintenance and
improvement of the park system. In addition,
local organizations can become an integral part
of the park system by organizing fund-raisers,
park maintenance outings, or by helping sponsor
new park features. Corporate sponsorships are
another avenue to pursue for needed
improvements.

•

Gra nts
Grants are available from the State of Indiana and
the Federal Government, along with private
organizations. Most parks and recreation grants
are highly competitive and require the receiving
agency to secure matching funds to prove that
they are capable of undertaking the project.
Listed below are some of the relevant grants that
are available to projects recommended in this
report. The split between percentages of grant
provided/percentage of required matching funds
is illustrated in parentheses.

Prioritizing & Phasing
Vision Plan recommendations and action items have been
prioritized according to need and available resources.
•

Items in the 5-year phase of the plan are of
immediate need and can be accomplished using
available or projected resources. These items are
included in the action plan, which identifies
specific projects, estimated costs, and potential
funding sources.

Fundi ng Co nsi derations
Funding for Action Plan items will be primarily
dependent upon local revenue, grants, bonds, and cost
sharing through strategic partnerships. Other activities
may be funded through the proposed Friends of the Parks
Foundation or private sponsorship and donations.
As is true for government entities across the state and the
nation, reduced revenues and budgets challenge the
Beech Grove Parks Department to maintain appropriate
staffing levels, perform routine maintenance, replace
aging equipment, and provide new programming and
amenities. Increased efforts to secure funds will be
critical to accomplishing all the projects identified in our
Action Plan.

o

Potential Funding Sources/Mech anisms
Potential sources of funding for action plan items include:
•

o

Gener al Re venu e
The City of Beech Grove can utilize a variety of
sources of funding from within the city budget.

o
o

22

Lan d and W ater Co nserv at ion
Fun d ( 5 0/5 0)
Tra nspor tat ion Equ it y Act of
the 21 st Centu ry (8 0 /2 0)
Ind ian a H erit a ge Tru st
Recr eat ion al Tr ails Pr og ra m
(8 0/20)
Ind ian a Wat ers P ro gr a m ( 7 5/ 2 5)

Action Pl an
The Action Plan, Chart 5, is organized according to year,
facility, planned improvement, estimated cost, and
potential funding source(s).
• Lan ds cape De ve lop ment
It is recommended that the annual budget include
funding for continued installation or upgrading of
landscape features in existing parks and facilities, and
for the planting and care of both new and existing
trees.
Equ ip ment M ain ten ance &
Rep lace me nt
It is recommended that the annual budget include
funding for the maintenance and replacement of
equipment to insure that existing facilities,
equipment, and amenities can be properly
maintained.
•

The following items, while not included in the Action
Plan, are priority projects for the next five years:
Tear Down the Maintenance Building and Relocate
Offices/Equipment
Build an Amphitheater at Sarah T. Bolton Park
Development of the former landfill property as a
Youth Sports Park (Redevelopment Project)
See next page for Chart 5: Action Plan
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2010

Year

Sarah T. Bolton

Sarah T.Bolton

Sarah T. Bolton

Park

Community Center/
Youth Center Renovations

Installation of Water Source for
Dog Park

Greenway Phase 1

Vehicular Bridge Replacement

Project

$75,000

$358,000

$25,000

Chart 5: Action Plan

2010

Hornet Park

Pedestrian Bridge Repair

Hartman Park

Estimated Cost

2010

Sarah T. Bolton

2011
Sarah Bolton

$1,651,300

$150,000

$300,000 (Costs
dependent on sources
for equipment,
materials, possible
volunteer installation)
$175,000

$1,455,700

$356,000

2010

All Parks

2012

South Grove Park
Hornet Park

2010/
2011
20102014

Compliance with Handicap
Access (various projects, such
as new playground equipment,
walkway upgrades, signage,
restroom accessibility)
Parking Lot Improvements
Drainage Remediation
Renovation of Hilltop Shelter
Restrooms
Greenway Phase 2

2013
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Funding

ARRA Funding
Additional Appropriation (2009)
TE Grant
TIF Funds
Community Donations
In-Kind Labor or Service Donations
Parks Department Budget
HUD EDI-SP Grant
Corporate Sponsorship
City Budget
In-Kind Labor/Materials Donations
Parks Department Budget
Grants
Community Donations
In-Kind Labor/Materials Donations
Parks Department Budget
City Budget
Additional Appropriation (2009)

In-Kind Labor/Materials Donations
Parks Department Budget
TE Grant
TIF Funding

Appendix A:
Park Facilitie s Inv ento ry o f F eature s a nd Ame nitie s
Park Site Maps
Hartma n Pa rk
Hornet Pa rk
Sara h T. Bolton Park
Sout h Grov e Park

Sarah
Bolton

South
Grove

Hartman

Hornet

Pocket

Park

Park

Park

Park

Park

Acres

32

14.31

11.2

14.492

>0.1

Picnic Area

X

X

X

Shelter

X

X

Comfort Station

3

1

Benches

X

X

Ball Diamond

1

1

Basketball Court

2

Playfields

2

1

Playground

X

X

X
X
5

Fishing
Community Center

X

Tot Lots
Open Space

X

X

X

Tennis Courts

X

Dog Park

X

Skateboard Park

X

Swimming Pool
Trails
Horseshoe Court
Volleyball Court

2

1

X

X

Amphitheater
Asphalt Area

X

X

Golf Area
Elementary School

X

Parking Lot

Communtity Center
Hornet Park Elem.

Bridges

Maintenance Bldg

Hilltop Shelter

Appendix B:
Proposed Greenway System Map

Greenway Route Alignment, from
the 2005 Transportation Enhancement
Grant Application, prepared by
Storrow Kinsella Associates.

$PNNVOJUZ3FQPSU BETTER. BRIGHTER. BEECH GROVE. |
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Appendix C:
Youth Center Site Plan

Appendix D:
Park s Sy stem Activities

2009 Beech Grove Parks
Summer Programs
788-4986, ext. x1
Programs held in the main shelter area of
Sarah T. Bolton Park
1300 Churchman Avenue

Wed. June 24th @ 11am

Bubbles Show w/Dawn Perry

Tues. June 30th @ 11am

Circus Show / Silly & Fun

Fri. July 3rd

Fireworks Celebration
Join us for an evening full of
Music-Food-& Fun!

Tues. July 7th @ 11am

Juggling Show with Derek Dye

Tues. July 14th @7-8:30pm

Steve Jeffries & Friends Concert
Rain date-July 28th

Wed. July 15th @ 1pm

Water Show with Don Miller
Prepare to get wet - lots of fun antics!

Wed. July 22nd @ 1pm

Comedy & Magic w/ Don Miller

Wed. July 29th @ 11am

Jim Austin’s Cookin' Up Fun Show

*Sat. Oct. 31st @ 5:30-6:45pm

Halloween Costume Contest
With Jungle John & his Creepy Critters

*December 12th @ 1-3pm

Visit with Santa

*The Halloween Costume Contest and Visit with Santa will be held at the Elton H.
Geshwiler Senior Center, 602 Main Street.

Visit the Hornet Park Community Center
5245 Hornet Avenue
788-4986, ext.1
The Hornet Park Community Center features a Fitness Center offering a variety
of Group Exercise classes: Aerobics, Ball/Weights/ Rebounding, Circuit Training,
Pilates, Spinning, Shake It Up Cardio, Tai-Chi, Belly Dancing, Zumba, and Line
Dancing.
A Wellness Programs Coordinator is available for consultation and to help you
with your personal goals.
Fitness Center Hours:
Monday-Thursday

6:00am – 9:00pm

Friday

6:00am – 7pm

Saturday

8:00am – 4:00pm

Sunday

Noon – 4:00pm

The center also has a banquet room available to rent for special events or
meetings!

Donate-a-Tree
The Beech Grove Parks Department supports the planting of new trees and
plants as one of the most important contributions an individual or organization
make towards restoring our environment. The entire community will enjoy your
donation, as a group, individual or organization.

Have a fun safe summer!
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New Year Resolutions
The Hornet Park Fitness Center can assist you in meeting your healthy lifestyle resolution
for 2010! The Vitality Sculpting Program (included with membership) provides one-onone training as well as some group resistance training that will help you design the perfect
program to meet your goals.
Don’t procrastinate—get started today at the Hornet Park Fitness Center—we are looking
forward to meeting and working with you!
Please call Diana at 803-9087 if you have any questions regarding our programs.

Give the gift of health for Christmas
Hornet Park Fitness Center membership :-)!
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Group Exercise/Combo
Members

Classes
Aerobics
Step n Tone

Sun

Mon

Tue

6PM

5:30AM

Wed

Aerobics
Toning & Abs

Thu

Fri

5:30AM

Ball & Rebounding

6PM

Belly Dancing
Core Buster

Sat

9:30AM
6PM

Kickboxing

8:15AM

Yoga

6PM

Shake It Up Cardio
(low impact)

9:30AM

Spinning
Tai-Chi

7:15PM
9:30AM

7:15PM

9:30AM

Classes are subject to change per management discretion.

Group exercise classes will be on a break from December 21, 2009, to January 2, 2010.
Classes will resume January 4, 2010.
Please feel free to use the fitness and cardio equipment during the break.

LINE DANCING!
Every Monday starting January 4, 2010, at 7:15PM. Cost--$3/Session.
Contact Doris Johnson at 918-7773.

Hornet Park Community Center
Fee Structure
Area Rented

Hours Rented

Fee

Banquet Room/Kitchen

4 – 6 Hours
6 – 9 Hours
9 – 12 Hours

$375.00
$450.00
$525.00

! Banquet Room/Kitchen

1 – 4 Hours
4 – 6 Hours
6 – 9 Hours

$150.00
$225.00
$325.00

! Banquet Room

1 – 4 Hours
4 – 6 Hours
6 – 9 Hours

$100.00
$150.00
$225.00
(Cash or Check)

Rental Policies
*The community center is a smoke free & alcohol free facility.
*To schedule an event a contract must be signed and 25% of the total fee paid.
This is non-refundable. The balance is due 10 days after scheduling the event.
*A $250.00 Damage Deposit is due 5 weeks prior to the event.
*All set-up & clean up must be finished within the scheduled rental
time. All equipment and cleaning supplies will be provided.
*You will forfeit your damage deposit if your event goes beyond the scheduled time.
*Rentals before and after the Hours of Operation will require an additional
$25.00 per hour - within the # of hours rented.
Hours of Operation
Monday – Saturday 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Sunday

12:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Meeting Room Rental
Area Rented

Fee

Room D
Room D

$12.50 Hour (weekdays during hours of operation)
$25.00 Hour (weekends, holidays, before & after hours of
operation)

Clean-up Fees
Banquet Room
! Banquet Room
Meeting Room

For Information Call (317) 788-4986, ext 1
Hornet Park Community Center
5245 Hornet Avenue
Beech Grove, IN 46107

$150.00
$100.00
$ 50.00

Appendix E:
Community Participat ion

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
BEECH GROVE PARKS BOARD SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT FOR FIVE-YEAR PLAN
Beech Grove, IN – October 27, 2009 –The Beech Grove Parks Board is interested in obtaining
public opinion to be used in updating the current five-year master plan for city parks and
recreation.
The master plan serves as a guide for the Parks Board and Parks Department in planning for the
present and the future. Public input is important to ensure that the needs and desires of residents
are included in plans to upgrade and improve facilities.
Periodic review and update of the master plan is required to maintain eligibility for certain
federal and state grants.
A brief survey seeks answers to what Beech Grove parks are visited by residents, what facilities
are used outside Beech Grove, participation in recreational activities, special needs, areas for
improvement, and an overall rating of the parks system.
Parks Board President Ed Marks hopes that “each and every citizen would consider it their civic
duty to respond to us in the form of this survey. We (the Parks Board and Parks Department) are
asking for the citizen’s input to help us guide the direction of our park facilities and properties.
We have our own ideas for enhancements, but the parks properties belong to the community and
we should follow the ideas that come from the citizens. I would like to personally thank each
person who takes the time to respond. Please feel assured that all ideas and information will be
considered when making decisions that concern our park properties.”
Survey forms are available at the Hornet Park Community Center and at City Hall. Residents can
also complete the survey online through the Parks Department webpage, beechgrove.com/parks.
For further information please contact:
Ed Marks, President, Beech Grove Parks Board
783-1945
EMarks@jacksoncontrol.com
Beth Berg, Member, Beech Grove Parks Board
695-2176
beth.berg@gmail.com
Published in the Southside Times October 29, 2010 (no photocopy available)
Notice published on the Parks Department webpage October 29 – November 17, 2010
BGTV Bulletin Board announcement ran October 29 – November 17, 2010

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

Part One: This part of the survey asks about you and your thoughts about the Beech Grove City Parks.
Please select or complete the answer that best describes your true opinion.

Which of the following Beech Grove Parks have you visited? (choose as
many as apply)
dgcef

Hartman Park

dgcef

Hornet Park

dgcef

Sarah T. Bolton Park

dgcef

South Grove Park

How many times per year do you visit any/all of the parks listed above?
m
nkjl

I don't usually go to any of those parks

m
nkjl

1 to 5 times per year

m
nkjl

6 to 10 times per year

m
nkjl

More than 10 times per year

Which park do you visit the most?
m
nkjl

Hartman Park

m
nkjl

Hornet Park

m
nkjl

Sarah T. Bolton Park

m
nkjl

South Grove Park

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

What park facilities do you use outside of the Beech Grove Parks system?
dgcef

Sarah Shank Golf Course

dgcef

Garfield Park

dgcef

Pleasant Run Greenway

dgcef

Other (please specify)

What attracted you to facilities outside the Beech Grove Parks system?
dgcef

Golf

dgcef

Environment/Culture/History

dgcef

Trail use

dgcef Other (please specify)
Other

What activities do you take part in at the Beech Grove Parks? (choose as
many as apply)
dgcef

Sports (softball, basketball, etc.)

dgcef

Exercise (jogging, walking, etc.)

dgcef

Picnicking

dgcef

Use of Playground Equipment

dgcef

Hiking/Biking

dgcef

Enjoying Nature

dgcef

Youth Events

dgcef

Community Events

dgcef

Use of Dog Park

dgcef

Use of Skateboard Park

dgcef

Other (please specify)

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

What additional activities do you feel the Beech Grove Department of Parks
and Recreation should offer?
dgcef

Concerts, Theatre

dgcef

Art Shows, Craft Shows

dgcef

Other (please specify)

Do you think that the Beech Grove Park facilities are well maintained and in
good condition?
m
nkjl

Yes, very well maintained

m
nkjl

Yes, somewhat well maintained

m
nkjl

No, not well maintained

m
nkjl

I haven't noticed

I think Beech Grove Parks feel safe and secure.
m
nkjl

Strongly Agree

m
nkjl

Agree

m
nkjl

Disagree

m
nkjl

Strongly Disagree

m
nkjl

No Opinion

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

I think the Beech Grove Department of Parks and Recreation has been
sensitive to the special needs of the disabled.
m
nkjl

Strongly Agree

m
nkjl

Agree

m
nkjl

Disagree

m
nkjl

Strongly Disagree

m
nkjl

No Opinion

If you had your choice, would you rather see a parks sytem with:
(choose three responses only)
dgcef

Opportunities for outdoor education

dgcef

Opportunities for exercise

dgcef

Opportunities for adult sports

dgcef

Natural areas preserved

dgcef

Youth-oriented activities/After school programs/Youth sports

dgcef

Senior-oriented activities and programs

dgcef

Family-oriented activities and events

dgcef

Cultural Opportunities (concerts, summer plays, art fairs, etc.)

dgcef

Other (please specify)

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey
What do you think needs improvement in the Beech Grove Parks system?
dgcef

Athletic Fields

dgcef

Facilities (shelters, fencing)

dgcef

Playgrounds

dgcef

Natural areas

dgcef

Dog Park

dgcef

Skateboard Park

dgcef

Other (please specify)

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

In the future, I believe the Beech Grove Parks Department should:
(choose all that apply)
dgcef

Develop new parks

dgcef

More fully develop existing parkland

dgcef

I don't think we need more park facilities

dgcef

I have no opinion

Are greenways and trails important to the Beech Grove Parks system?
m
nkjl

Yes

m
nkjl

No

m
nkjl

I have no opinion

How would you use a greenway system?
dgcef

Transportation

dgcef

Recreation

dgcef

Exercise/Fitness

Do you know which parks are operated by the City of Beech Grove and
which are operated by the City of Indianapolis?
m
nkjl

Yes

m
nkjl

No

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

Please rate the overall Beech Grove Parks system.
m
nkjl

Excellent

m
nkjl

Good

m
nkjl

Average

m
nkjl

Fair

m
nkjl

Poor

Please share any other ideas, suggestions, or comments you would like us
to know:

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

Part Two: This part of the survey asks some questions about you and your family. Please select or
complete the answer that best describes your true opinion. An asterisk (*) denotes a question which
requires an answer.

* Approximately how many years have you lived in Beech Grove?
* Which area of Beech Grove do you live in?
m
nkjl

Zone A: West of Emerson Avenue and North of Albany Street

m
nkjl

Zone B: West of Emerson Avenue, South of Albany Street and North of Churchman Avenue

m
nkjl

Zone C: West of Emerson Avenue, South of Churchman Avenue and North of I-465

m
nkjl

Zone D: East of Emerson Avenue

m
nkjl

Zone E: West of Emerson Avenue and South of I-465

* What is your age?
m
nkjl

10 - 16

m
nkjl

17 - 25

m
nkjl

26 - 40

m
nkjl

41 - 55

m
nkjl

55 - 70

m
nkjl

71 and older
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* Are you male or female?
m
nkjl

Male

m
nkjl

Female

* Do you own or rent your residence?
m
nkjl

Own

m
nkjl

Rent

m
nkjl

Other

* How many people are in your household?

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

Does your household include?
(choose all that apply)
dgcef

Spouse or other companion

dgcef

Others of the same age

dgcef

Children

dgcef

Seniors

If your household includes children, are you satisfied with the amount and
type of after school activities available to your family
m
nkjl

Yes

m
nkjl

No

What is your ethnic background?
dgcef

American Indian

dgcef

African American

dgcef

Hispanic

dgcef

White

dgcef

Other

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey

Are you, or anyone in your household, physically disabled?
m
nkjl

Yes

m
nkjl

No

Do you, or does anyone in your household, use?
(choose all that apply)
dgcef

Crutches

dgcef

Walking Cane

dgcef

Walker

dgcef

Wheelchair

dgcef

Tapping Cane

dgcef

Seeing Eye Dog

dgcef

Hearing Aid

dgcef

I (we) don't use any of the above

dgcef

Other (please specify)
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Thanks for taking the time to fill out this survey. The information you have provided will allow us to
continue creating a Beech Grove Park System that offers quality facilities and services.

Optional:
If you will be willing to speak with a Parks Board member regarding the
Beech Grove Parks System, please give us your contact information below.
Name, address, phone number, and email address.

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey
Which of the following Beech Grove Parks have you visited? (choose as many as apply)
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Hartman Park

32.2%

19

Hornet Park

54.2%

32

Sarah T. Bolton Park

93.2%

55

South Grove Park

74.6%

44

answered question

59

skipped question

0

1 of 1

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey
How many times per year do you visit any/all of the parks listed above?

I don't usually go to any of those

Response

Response

Percent

Count

1.7%

1

1 to 5 times per year

39.0%

23

6 to 10 times per year

18.6%

11

More than 10 times per year

40.7%

24

answered question

59

skipped question

0

parks
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Which park do you visit the most?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Hartman Park

5.1%

3

Hornet Park

8.5%

5

Sarah T. Bolton Park

64.4%

38

South Grove Park

22.0%

13

answered question

59

skipped question

0

1 of 1
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What park facilities do you use outside of the Beech Grove Parks system?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Sarah Shank Golf Course

10.5%

4

Garfield Park

55.3%

21

Pleasant Run Greenway

7.9%

3

Other (please specify)

50.0%

19

answered question

38

skipped question

21

Other (please specify)
1

city parks

Nov 5, 2009 4:32 PM

2

Monon Trail

Nov 5, 2009 5:58 PM

3

Indianapolis Parks Southeast Way Park

Nov 5, 2009 6:00 PM

4

none

Nov 5, 2009 6:06 PM

5

none

Nov 10, 2009 11:15 AM

6

Monon Trail

Nov 10, 2009 11:21 AM

7

Garfield Park

Nov 12, 2009 7:15 PM

8

west side park in greenwood, we go there to walk the trails in the wooded area

Nov 14, 2009 12:18 AM

9

monon, several golf courses on south side of indianapolis

Nov 14, 2009 4:21 PM

10

south east way

Nov 15, 2009 6:05 AM

11

none

Nov 17, 2009 2:18 PM

12

Tolin Aekman Park on Shelbyville Road

Nov 17, 2009 2:21 PM

13

Pool at the Benedict Inn

Nov 17, 2009 8:54 PM

14

all golf courses

Nov 17, 2009 10:24 PM

15

Monon Trail

Nov 17, 2009 10:27 PM

16

none

Nov 17, 2009 10:32 PM

17

Eagle Creek Park, Brown County State Park, Turkey Run State Park

Nov 18, 2009 12:51 AM

18

None

Nov 19, 2009 8:33 PM

19

Plainfield and Avon (Washington Township), eagle creek, ft benjamin harrison

Nov 25, 2009 7:09 PM
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What attracted you to facilities outside the Beech Grove Parks system?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Golf

20.5%

8

Environment/Culture/History

28.2%

11

Trail use

38.5%

15

Other (please specify)

56.4%

22

answered question

39

skipped question

20

Other (please specify)
1

Clean

Nov 5, 2009 2:25 PM

2

close to house

Nov 5, 2009 4:32 PM

3

none

Nov 5, 2009 6:06 PM

4

picnic

Nov 10, 2009 10:46 AM

5

Ammenities on Trail

Nov 10, 2009 11:21 AM

6

basketball (pre-school)

Nov 12, 2009 7:00 PM

7

Christian concerts

Nov 12, 2009 7:15 PM

8

Christian concerts

Nov 12, 2009 7:25 PM

9

I live in Beech Grove and it is very convenient.

Nov 12, 2009 7:27 PM

10

bicycling

Nov 14, 2009 4:21 PM

11

Beauty

Nov 15, 2009 6:05 AM

12

Group parties

Nov 17, 2009 12:39 PM

13

Sunken garden
Water park

Nov 17, 2009 12:47 PM

14

Tennis

Nov 17, 2009 2:11 PM

15

Tennis

Nov 17, 2009 2:15 PM

16

Location and different play equip.

Nov 17, 2009 2:21 PM

17

Running Trails!!!

Nov 17, 2009 2:30 PM

18

I don't go to other places

Nov 17, 2009 8:54 PM

19

Kayaking, birding, camping

Nov 18, 2009 12:51 AM

20

Dog Park

Nov 19, 2009 8:13 PM

21

I don't go outside B.G. but to work.

Nov 19, 2009 8:33 PM

22

cleanliness, quality of equipment

Nov 25, 2009 7:09 PM
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What activities do you take part in at the Beech Grove Parks? (choose as many as apply)
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Sports (softball, basketball, etc.)

17.2%

10

Exercise (jogging, walking, etc.)

46.6%

27

Picnicking

43.1%

25

Use of Playground Equipment

32.8%

19

Hiking/Biking

13.8%

8

Enjoying Nature

43.1%

25

Youth Events

8.6%

5

Community Events

31.0%

18

Use of Dog Park

25.9%

15

Use of Skateboard Park

3.4%

2

Other (please specify)

13.8%

8

answered question

58

skipped question

1

Other (please specify)
1

Fireworks
Little League games
The best place for ball

Nov 5, 2009 2:25 PM

2

My family uses the shelters for a family reunion.

Nov 12, 2009 7:15 PM

3

Family reunions

Nov 12, 2009 7:25 PM

4

We hold our family reunion at the park each year.

Nov 12, 2009 7:27 PM

5

July 3 fireworks

Nov 17, 2009 12:42 PM

6

Fire Works

Nov 17, 2009 12:47 PM

7

Birthday Parties

Nov 17, 2009 2:21 PM

8

Watch fireworks

Nov 18, 2009 12:51 AM
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What additional activities do you feel the Beech Grove Department of Parks and Recreation should offer?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Concerts, Theatre

61.2%

30

Art Shows, Craft Shows

49.0%

24

Other (please specify)

28.6%

14

answered question

49

skipped question

10

Other (please specify)
1

Just parks

Nov 5, 2009 2:26 PM

2

Green way developed to connect the parks, the schools and Main Street

Nov 5, 2009 6:00 PM

3

Framers Market

Nov 5, 2009 6:03 PM

4

Nature Areas

Nov 10, 2009 10:46 AM

5

like it as it is

Nov 10, 2009 11:15 AM

6

?

Nov 10, 2009 11:26 AM

7

More shelters to use. Dismantle the ball diamond and build more shelters.

Nov 13, 2009 8:10 PM

8

walking trails

Nov 14, 2009 12:20 AM

9

None

Nov 17, 2009 2:18 PM

10

Outdoor aerobic classes
Adult sports leagues (volleyball, basketball)

Nov 17, 2009 8:55 PM

11

none

Nov 17, 2009 10:24 PM

12

?

Nov 17, 2009 10:27 PM

13

Family movie night

Nov 18, 2009 12:51 AM

14

none

Nov 25, 2009 7:10 PM
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Do you think that the Beech Grove Park facilities are well maintained and in good condition?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Yes, very well maintained

50.0%

29

Yes, somewhat well maintained

39.7%

23

No, not well maintained

10.3%

6

I haven't noticed

0.0%

0

answered question

58

skipped question

1
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I think Beech Grove Parks feel safe and secure.
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Strongly Agree

27.6%

16

Agree

56.9%

33

Disagree

13.8%

8

Strongly Disagree

1.7%

1

No Opinion

0.0%

0

answered question

58

skipped question

1
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I think the Beech Grove Department of Parks and Recreation has been sensitive to the special needs of the
disabled.
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Strongly Agree

5.2%

3

Agree

37.9%

22

Disagree

19.0%

11

Strongly Disagree

3.4%

2

No Opinion

34.5%

20

answered question

58

skipped question

1

1 of 1
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If you had your choice, would you rather see a parks sytem with: (choose three responses only)
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Opportunities for outdoor education

12.1%

7

Opportunities for exercise

43.1%

25

Opportunities for adult sports

13.8%

8

Natural areas preserved

39.7%

23

29.3%

17

17.2%

10

51.7%

30

50.0%

29

5.2%

3

answered question

58

skipped question

1

Youth-oriented activities/After
school programs/Youth sports
Senior-oriented activities and
programs
Family-oriented activities and
events
Cultural Opportunities (concerts,
summer plays, art fairs, etc.)
Other (please specify)

Other (please specify)
1

super clean

Nov 5, 2009 2:27 PM

2

walking/bicycling trail

Nov 14, 2009 4:27 PM

3

I would rather see the parks upgrade current equipment and keep the grounds
Nov 25, 2009 7:10 PM
cleaner, rather than expand the services in this climate of cutting costs. The huge
sandbox at Sarah Bolton was awful the last time I visited...other parents were not
allowing their children to go near it. We found glass in the grass. And plenty of
trash & papers everywhere. I filled my own bag, which I carry when I go to the
park, twice.
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What do you think needs improvement in the Beech Grove Parks system?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Athletic Fields

13.0%

7

Facilities (shelters, fencing)

51.9%

28

Playgrounds

37.0%

20

Natural areas

35.2%

19

Dog Park

27.8%

15

Skateboard Park

9.3%

5

Other (please specify)

35.2%

19

answered question

54

skipped question

5

Other (please specify)
1

the park has lost the home quality it once had

Nov 5, 2009 1:42 PM

2

Green way developed and fix the bridge in Sara Bolton Park

Nov 5, 2009 6:00 PM

3

Remove skateboard area;clean up creek banks in Sarah Bolton Park; need more
locations for short term or temp power for events

Nov 5, 2009 6:01 PM

4

Rest Rooms

Nov 10, 2009 1:01 AM

5

add water to the dog park

Nov 10, 2009 11:16 AM

6

restrooms

Nov 10, 2009 11:34 AM

7

Creek banks need trimmed and areas that were not mowed this year need to be
mowed, not let revert back to "wild".

Nov 13, 2009 8:13 PM

8

Walking bridges over creek, more benches at various locations throughout park

Nov 14, 2009 12:23 AM

9

restroom by one of the shelters last summer had a strong foul odor. This was just Nov 14, 2009 4:27 PM
next to the grill/shelter where people eat

10

Restrooms

Nov 17, 2009 12:43 PM

11

bathrooms

Nov 17, 2009 12:48 PM

12

Dog Park - area for small dogs and water outlet

Nov 17, 2009 2:12 PM

13

Dog Park - area for small dogs and water outlet

Nov 17, 2009 2:16 PM

14

None

Nov 17, 2009 2:19 PM

15

Dog Park - water drinking area for the dogs
Bathrooms (doors on stalls!)

Nov 17, 2009 8:56 PM

16

(All just a little)

Nov 17, 2009 10:33 PM

17

Water line for dogs

Nov 19, 2009 8:03 PM

18

Water line for dogs

Nov 19, 2009 8:10 PM
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Other (please specify)
19

benches have shifted and are pretty tricky upon which to sit, weeds could be kept Nov 25, 2009 7:10 PM
at bay, a walking trail would be nice
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In the future, I believe the Beech Grove Parks Department should: (choose all that apply)

Develop new parks
More fully develop existing
parkland
I don't think we need more park
facilities
I have no opinion

1 of 1

Response

Response

Percent

Count

6.9%

4

67.2%

39

29.3%

17

5.2%

3

answered question

58

skipped question

1
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Are greenways and trails important to the Beech Grove Parks system?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Yes

56.9%

33

No

41.4%

24

I have no opinion

1.7%

1

answered question

58

skipped question

1
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How would you use a greenway system?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Transportation

23.7%

9

Recreation

42.1%

16

Exercise/Fitness

78.9%

30

answered question

38

skipped question

21

1 of 1

Beech Grove Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan Survey
Please rate the overall Beech Grove Parks system.
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Excellent

14.5%

8

Good

56.4%

31

Average

16.4%

9

Fair

5.5%

3

Poor

7.3%

4

answered question

55

skipped question

4

1 of 1
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Please share any other ideas, suggestions, or comments you would like us to know:
Response
Count
28
answered question

28

skipped question

31

Response Text
1

clean/safe parks

Nov 5, 2009 2:28 PM

2

Parks are runned down...no police presence and the same play equiptment...Go
visit Humble Park and that's a 1st class park.

Nov 5, 2009 4:36 PM

3

Good idea to get the input of the citizens of Beech Grove. The Parks Board is
doing good work. Thank you for serving our community.

Nov 5, 2009 6:00 PM

4

open brideg back up in Sarah Bolton Park;try to make Hartman Park more than
just a baseball park; better planting of trees, more like a refuge feeling, peaceful
and quite feeling; heck with the greenway just connect the parks; need a park on
the north side of Main st somewhere(nothing exists north of Main); can the
Benedict area be tied into BG for walking; can you tie tne Middle School with
Sarah Bolton or a some greenscape/greenway(would also promote our Schools)

Nov 5, 2009 6:02 PM

5

Beech Grove is very walkable already - spend more funds on play areas and
shelters. Thanks

Nov 10, 2009 10:56 AM

6

Spending money on a greenway when we have 120 miles of side walks really
does little for the community!

Nov 10, 2009 11:18 AM

7

Can't wait for Greenway System!

Nov 10, 2009 11:24 AM

8

More police patrols through the parks

Nov 12, 2009 7:02 PM

9

I have loved living in Beech Grove. Our city government has done a good job on
our parks. Keep up the good work.

Nov 12, 2009 7:22 PM

10

City government has done a good job on the parks, keep up the good work.

Nov 12, 2009 7:29 PM

11

Continued maintainence of the shelter houses and restroom facilities.

Nov 12, 2009 7:31 PM

12

I shared my ideas with you Monday November 9th at the Parks Board meeting.
Nov 13, 2009 8:18 PM
The people surrounding the park do not want un-mowed areas changed into wild
areas. We would like the park maintained as it was in years past. This means
around the 13th street bridge kept trimmed and along the creek banks trimmed. It
was also a common concern that the park is not being patrolled as adequately as
it should be. This however may be as much a police matter as a parks matter.

13

I think that Beech Grove Parks should offer equipment for rental at Sarah T.
Bolton Park, such as Bicycles, Skateboards, Volleyballs, Basketballs, Baseballs
and Bats. If the Parks Department would add a Putt-Putt area, one rental office
could serve for all activities as well as serve snacks. The family could spend an
entire day at the park and enjoy many activities. I also believe that adding a city
pool would be a great benefit to the city as well our youth.

Nov 14, 2009 12:37 AM

14

Bathroom facilities need improved!! And accessible!!

Nov 17, 2009 12:41 PM

15

Re Build the Bridge in Bolton Park
I miss riding thru the Park

Nov 17, 2009 12:44 PM
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Response Text
16

The volleyball courts look very nice.
Nov 17, 2009 2:27 PM
I don't know if the Community Center is involved in this survey, but I would love to
see more preschool activities (ages 1 - 5) available throughout the week in the
morning. I have to travel to the Greenwood Community Center for this. Activities
such aas Tot time - play time with mats and balls, playtime w/other children, music
classes, & stuff like this. This would be a big help for indoor activities for stay-athome moms!

17

A Greenway linking all parks would provide long distance runners, like myself, an Nov 17, 2009 2:35 PM
opportunity to enjoy the scenery of Beech Grove more. I would not have to travel
5 - 15 miles out of my way to go run in "nature." The sidewalk system in Beech
Grove is above standards, by far, compared to most other communities.However,
concrete doesnot provide a physically comfortable running platform. Other parks
using asphalt, wood mulching, tight gravel, and good ole mother nature dirt attract
a lot more runners & have an overall healthier community. Any questions just ask,
blair Hanni, 874-6100.

18

I would like to see more marketing of the events & facilities in B.G. I have seen
some on the BG channel, but a newsletter would be nice. I found out about the
fitness ctr & aerobics classes at Hornet Park over a year of living in
BG. I just know that so much more people would take advantage of BG's
resources if they only knew about what was being offered.

Nov 17, 2009 9:25 PM

PS - Also, even though I take my dog to the dog park, I also like to walk him
around the park & I've noticed a lack of trash cans, especially during the winter.
All trash cans are sitting inside the fenced in area at the Parks office, making it
hard to dispose of dog poop.
19

I feel the parks feel safe and secure in the daylight, but not in darkness.

20

The sidewalks of Beech Grove are well maintained and offer an excellent place to Nov 17, 2009 9:35 PM
walk.

21

It would be nice if someone from the park dept was around all the time.

22

The basketball courts at Sarah T. Bolton park have been taken over by "hard
Nov 18, 2009 12:55 AM
core" players, so we suggest having a designated family-friendly court in another
part of the park. Also, we'd suggest having a water source in the dog park as well
as some dog playground equipment (tunnels, jumps, and so on).

23

Maintenance of the bathrooms needs to be kept up better.
More accessible areas for disabled.
Stop wasting money on ideas developing new parks & concentrate on improving
the old ones!
Take down Beech Grove Roamer System [Digital City] to pay for Parks!

Nov 19, 2009 12:38 PM

24

We use work out facility at Hornet Park & Dog Park several times a week.

Nov 19, 2009 8:06 PM

25

I want to comment on how much "Dukie" dog and I appreciate the Dog Park.
Nov 19, 2009 8:30 PM
Weather permitting we go 2 - 3 times a week. it is well worth the yearly fee.
However I would like to make a few suggestions that would be of little or no
expense to the park dept. 1) Stress to dog owners to clean up after their dogs,
Park furnishes the Poop Bags and dog waste containers - very unsanitary to step
into a pile of poop. 2) Can the area be divided into two as do other dog parks?
One half for dogs under 25 # and the other half for bigger dogs - and there are
some BIG ones. Many times if we see big dogs, we don't even stop at the park.
Why? because when you enter the big dogs come running at you and more than a
few times I was almost knocked down or the dogs jump in your face. The little
dogs don't stand a chance with 1 - 2 - 3 dogs hovering over them. We all love our
dogs but most little dogs are house dogs and they need to be walked. I have a
heart condition so at the park - Dukie can play or just being able to get out for
awhile and run free. Thanks again for the park. I feel for what other little dog
owners also agree.
Dukie is a Dachshund - 15# - 11 in tall. He loves the park and I turn into the park
he can hardly wait until I let him out of the car. Thanks!
2 of 3

Nov 17, 2009 9:29 PM

Nov 17, 2009 10:29 PM

Response Text
26

Please don't let the dog owners let their dogs dig BIG holes in the dog park. There Nov 19, 2009 8:36 PM
are big enough to drop down in too!

27

I love Beech Grove, and am very sad at the way the park services seem to be
Dec 2, 2009 12:43 PM
declining. I take my grandkids to other parks, and at this time only use BG parks
when I have very little time to let them play. Thanks for your time in preparing this
survey and making it available for me to express my thoughts.

28

Bathrooms need to be cleaner.
Dec 2, 2009 1:04 PM
[Safety] Depends on which park - skateboard park has caused many problems.
I think you need to work w/ the sanitation dept. on cleaning up the sidewalk under
465. I walk with many children once or twice a week in the summer to go to South
Grove Park and there is a lot of glass (broken) and trash. This is not very safe.
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If your household includes children, are you satisfied with the amount and type of after school activities available
to your family
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Yes

87.5%

21

No

12.5%

3

answered question

24

skipped question

35
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BEECH GROVE PARKS DEPARTMENT
MASTER PLAN OPEN PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES W/PUBLIC COMMENTS
DECEMBER 14, 2009, 7:00PM
Board Members present: Ed Marks, Tom Prickett, Beth Berg, and Tom HannanParks Department.
Guests: Doris Hurm, Darla Wilson, Stan Wilson, Nancy Newerth, Mary McVey.
Ed Marks reviewed some of the improvements made in the parks system throughout the
last 5 years. He stated a pocket park has been created on Emerson Avenue, the
skateboard park has been relocated to Sarah Bolton Park, the Paw Patch Dog Park was
opened on one acre of land in Sarah Bolton Park, a new concession stand was built for
the ball diamond in Sarah Bolton Park and a new (donated) scoreboard was installed, a
nature area is being developed over a natural spring in Sarah Bolton Park, a fitness
director was hired for the Community Center and fitness class offerings have been
increased, funding has been secured for the renovation of the vehicular bridge in Sarah
Bolton Park, two of three volleyball courts have been completely renovated, basketball
courts in Sarah Bolton Park were resurfaced and drainage issues addressed, and many
landscape enhancements have been made.
Doris Hurm stated she was present to show support of the Dog Park. She said she didn’t
realize how much the Parks Department did and she is very appreciative.
Darla Wilson stated she was present to show support of the Dog Park. She said she
would like to see a water spigot installed at the Dog Park. She asked what is going on
with the Greenway. Ed Marks stated the project is on hold and gave a history of the
project.
Mary McVey asked where the Greenway would run. Marks stated it would run south to
South Grove Park staying on park property on the west side of the creek. He further
explained there are three phases to the project.
Stan Wilson stated he was there to show support of the Dog Park, the Greenway, and the
work out center. He stated he is very impressed with the improvements to the fitness
center.
Nancy Newerth stated she walks to South Grove Park with her children and when they
walk under I-465 there is lots of glass and trash and she asked who to call. Tom Hannan
stated with the reduction of staff it isn’t always possible to get around everywhere, but if
it is brought to our attention it will be taken care of.
Newerth stated she was on a field trip at the Hilltop area and people were letting their
dogs run loose. She suggested getting Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts volunteers to help out
in the park. She also asked about installing a diaper-changing table in the restrooms.

Mary McVey stated she is glad the bridge is going to be rebuilt as she enjoys driving
through the park. She asked if the project will start in the spring?
Marks stated yes. McVey asked if the bridge would have fencing? Marks answered no it
will have handrails only.
There was discussion about past “wish list” items.
Marks stated there will be enhancements made to the walk bridge in Sarah Bolton park.
Nancy Newerth stated she does appreciate the parks and with the bridge re-opening
consideration should be given to having a Winter Wonderland with lights and charge for
people to drive through.
Marks stated it has been looked into and is too expensive; can’t do it.
Mary McVey suggested putting an ice rink where the old softball diamond used to be in
Sarah Bolton Park. She also said the volleyball court at South Grove Park is sometimes
used for volleyball games and then sometimes little kids use it as a sandbox.
Marks thanked everyone for coming and the meeting ended at 7:35pm.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
BEECH GROVE PARKS BOARD SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT FOR FIVE-YEAR
PLAN
Beech Grove, IN – March 8, 2010 - The Beech Grove Parks and Recreation Board will
present its 2010-2014 Parks and Recreation Master Plan at a special meeting to be held
Monday, March 22, 7:00 pm, at the Hornet Park Community Center. Members of the
community will have the opportunity to review the plan and offer comments.
Following this presentation, copies of the Master Plan will be available at the Community
Center, City Hall, and on the Parks Department webpage, beechgrove.com/parks.
Comment forms will also be available.
Public input has been a very important consideration in developing the Master Plan. Park
Board President Ed Marks appreciates the efforts of each individual who took the time to
complete a survey, attend a meeting, or speak with a board member.
The plan will be on the agenda for approval by the Beech Grove Parks and Recreation
Board at their regular meeting at 6:00 pm on Monday, April 12. It will then be submitted
to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources for approval.
This master plan will guide the Parks Board and Parks Department for the next five years,
based on the public's current recreational needs and identified deficiencies.
For further information please contact:
Ed Marks, President, Beech Grove Parks Board
783-1945
EMarks@jacksoncontrol.com
Beth Berg, Member, Beech Grove Parks Board
695-2176
beth.berg@gmail.com

Published in the Southside Times March 11 and March 18, 2010
Published online at indystar.com/south beginning March 9, 2010
BGTV Bulletin Board announcement March 15 – 22, 2010
Invitations extended to Mayor Wright, and members of the City Council, Board of Public
Works, Redevelopment Commissions, and Greenscape Commission
Public Notices posted at the Community Center, City Hall, and the Beech Grove Library
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Beech Grove Parks Board Seeks Public Input
For Five Year Plan
By Beth Berg
Posted: March 09, 2010
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The Beech Grove Parks and Recreation Board will present its 2010-2014 Parks
and Recreation Master Plan at a special meeting to be held Monday, March 22,
7 p.m., at the Hornet Park Community Center. Members of the community will
have the opportunity to review the plan and offer comments.
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Following this presentation, copies of the Master Plan will be available at the
Community Center, City Hall, and at www.beechgrove.com/parks. Comment
forms will also be available.
Public input has been a very important consideration in developing the Master
Plan. Park Board President Ed Marks appreciates the efforts of each individual
who took the time to complete a survey, attend a meeting, or speak with a board
member.
The plan will be on the agenda for approval by the Beech Grove Parks and
Recreation Board at their regular meeting at 6 p.m. on April 12. It will then be
submitted to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources for approval.
This master plan will guide the Parks Board and Parks Department for the next
five years, based on the public’s current recreational needs and identified
deficiencies.
Beth Berg is Member for Beech Grove Parks Board.
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Beech Grove Park Board
Five-Year Master Plan Public Meeting
March 22, 2010
Board Members present: Ed Marks, Beth Berg, Tom Prickett.
Guests present: Mary McVey, Marcia and Ken Cornelius, Aaron Lamb, Joellen
Castetter, Dan McMillan, William Templin, Ed Bell, Mike Pence, Nancy Newerth.
Ed Marks stated this meeting is an official public hearing for the Five-Year Master Plan
for the purpose of public input. Copies of the preliminary Master Plan were available for
the public to view. Marks stated after numerous Board meetings Beth Berg put together a
preliminary copy of the Master Plan. Marks opened the floor for questions or comments.
Ken Cornelius, 1006 Buffalo St. stated he doesn’t object to the Greenway Trail but
wanted to make clear the road from 9th to his house is not a public road but a private
drive. It has never been designated as a City St., he maintains it, and does not want
people to try and park on their drive when using the trail. Ed Marks stated the trail will
be on the other side of the creek across from their residence.
Dan McMillan, 81 S. 13th Ave. said he would like to commend the Board for doing the
work on the Master Plan instead of contracting it out – very good job of saving money.
McMillan stated he was aware that money was appropriated for the paving of the parking
lot at Hartman Field but he has heard the project is not going forward. He asked if the
Board would follow up on this and get back with him.
Joellen Castetter, 660 S. 9th Ave. asked how the drive owned by Motley’s intersected
with park property? Marks stated it doesn’t look like there is any encroachment. The
improvements to the parking lot will not involve that drive.
Mary McVey, 19 Woodmont Ct. asked when the bridge construction will start? Marks
stated Boggstown Company was awarded the bid and that he didn’t know the start date.
Marks gave the specifics about the bridge project.
Aaron Lamb, 1320 Park Meadow Way stated he was new to Beech Grove and was
present to see what the Master Plan included. Marks stated the construction of a new
bridge and the re-opening of the bridge to vehicular traffic was part of the plan. Marks
said they also hoped to have a gate to close the bridge off when needed, such as, during a
baseball game or special event. Lamb asked why replace it with a vehicular instead of a
pedestrian bridge? Marks stated it is a thru street. Lamb asked to see a plan of the
Greenway. Marks stated the initial plans call for the walk to go on the west side of the
creek with a bridge crossing over the creek to the Carrington addition with a separate
walk thru the addition to 9th St. where it will cross under the street.
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Dan McMillan asked if there are any plans for a park monitor during the summer?
Marks said a monitor position was not in the budget, but we will have part-time workers
who will spend time in Sarah Bolton Park and also the Police patrol it.
Nancy Newerth, 602 Redfern Dr. asked if the workers used a city vehicle and had ID?
Marks stated yes they used a city truck and wore a neon BG city t-shirt.
Ed Bell, 115 S. 10th Ave. asked about supplying a water source to the dog park area and
suggested enlarging the space or having a divided space for different sized dogs. Bell
stated separation is needed more for bad weather situations that would help with the
maintenance of the area. Marks said maybe if we expand it we might be able to do that.
Bell talked about the down time this last year when it could not be locked and suggested
using a different system, maybe a combination lock which would prevent non-members
from using the facility. Marks said with the current system we can tell who comes in and
out and keep track of how many use the facility. Bell stated non-members do not clean
up after their pets.
Aaron Lamb asked about new playground equipment as referred to in the action plan.
Marks stated new equipment is needed at the Hilltop shelter area. Beth Berg said they
will be looking at ADA accessibility issues for replacing playground equipment. Lamb
stated there are some maintenance issues; the truck at the Hilltop area has some graffiti
on some parts. Marks will bring this to the attention of Tom Hannan. Marks stated April
10th has been designated as the clean-up day for the parks. They need volunteers to help
Clean-Up the creek line and do some brush pick-up and general cleaning in the parks.
Mary McVey asked if stall doors would be put back on in the ladies restrooms. Marks
answered probably not. We have tried several different options to combat vandalism and
nothing works. There has been discussion on opening the restrooms only when the
shelters are rented or just during certain times of the day.
Aaron Lamb volunteered to take over the entry to the Park Meadow addition. Marks told
him to contact Tom Hannan, he will be happy to coordinate with you.
Ken Cornelius asked if the DNR or anyone is doing anything about the Coyotes in Beech
Grove? Marks stated he should contact the DNR regarding this.
Beth Berg asked everyone to look over the plan and submit any further comment to the
Board.
The meeting adjourned at 7:48pm.

Beech Grove Parks Department

http://www.beechgrove.com/Parks/

Welcome to
email all of us at parks@beechgrove.com
Events | Parks | Dog Park | Community Center | Wellness Center
(Area Code 317)
(Zip Code 46107)
Main Phone Number
788-4977
Welcome

There are three Beech Grove Parks,
filled with facilities and fun activities just waiting for you.

Click Here to see the Events going on in the Park

City News
Hornet's Net
Events and Meetings
Clubs and Organizations
Churches
Schools
Business Directory
Contact Us

Please be aware of the additional traffic in the area of the Park as you continue to enjoy the facilities. There will be
additional traffic restrictions in the construction area of the Park. There will be heavy equipment in and around the
area both moving and stationary please be aware and alert while in the area. Please stay away from the actual
construction area and equipment. Please do not allow children to play in the area or around the equipment. We
appreciate everyone’s cooperation during this exciting time for our Park system.

The Better, Brighter,
Beech Grove Projects

Have a safe and wonderful summer.

On-Line Video Magazine

Ed Marks
Beech Grove Park Board President

City Administration
Mayors Office, ext. 5000
Clerks Office, ext. 5100
Police Department
Police Chief, ext. 6201
Police Station, ext. 6200
Fire Department
Fire Chief ext. 5004
Station 101, ext. 4300
Station 102, ext 4400
Communications Center
Dispatch, ext. 6100
Parks Department
Community Center
ext. 5200
Wellness Center
ext. 5204
Greenscape Commission
ext. 5806
BGTV Department
Office, ext. 5300
Public Works
Street Dept. ext. 2000
Sanitation Dept. ext. 2100
Senior Center
Center, ext. 5400
City Employment
Opportunities
Beech Grove Library
Ph: 788-4203
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With the beginning of the construction project for the NEW BRIDGE in Sarah T. Bolton Park
the Park Board is requesting everyone’s cooperation.

2010-2014 Beech Grove Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan
This plan will serve as a guide for prioritizing projects in our parks system and continuation of the city's eligibility
for certain grant opportunities. Public input has been a very important consideration in developing this Master Plan.
We invite you to review this final draft and offer comments. Copies of the plan are also available at the Hornet
Park Community Center and at City Hall.
Master Plan | Appendices A-C | Appendices D-E | Appendix F

Our parks offer clean picnic shelters, playgrounds, beautiful
creeks and an abundance of towering shade and flowering
trees. Facilities throughout the parks include basketball,
softball, baseball, volleyball, skateboarding and horseshoe pits.
Educational sport programs such as softball and basketball
clinics are offered periodically throughout the summer.
Shelter reservations are accepted,
Mon.-Fri. at the Hornet Park Community Center.
Cost $65.00 (We accept Cash or Check only)

Sarah T. Bolton Park
is located at 1300 Churchman Ave.

Sarah T. Bolton Park originally known as “Beech Bank”,
was purchased in 1930 from the Bolton Estate and was named
from the lady of Hoosier poetry,
Sarah Title (Barrett) Bolton, whose home still stands on 17th
Street. The park reflects the life and beauty that Mrs. Bolton
often spoke of in her poetry.
Athletic activities are only a portion of the scheduled activities
for the Beech Grove Parks. They also offer numerous band
concerts and special events, such as Senior Citizens Day,
Children’s Mornings, and their annual July 3rd Celebration
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