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CITY OF BEECH GROVE, IN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, JULY 6th, 2015 
 

 
Mayor Dennis Buckley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL: Board of Works Members Ed Bell, Sandy Seward and Mayor Dennis Buckley were 

present.  Also in attendance, were Clerk Treasurer, Dan McMillan and City Attorney, Craig Wiley. 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES: The meeting minutes from the June 15th, 2015 were presented to the Board for 

approval. Ed Bell moved to approve the minutes as presented. Sandy Seward seconded the Motion; which 

was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS:  
 

Corporate Claims – claims in the amount of $1,588,490.88 were presented to the Board for approval.  

 

Sandy Seward asked about the claims on page 28, fourth from the bottom, and Clerk Treasurer McMillan 

explained the claims are to Huntington Bank for the TAW. He wired transferred that payment on June 

26th. The $ 666,082 claim was for the principal and the $2374.77 claim was for the interest.          The 

balance of the TAW will be paid in December.  Sandy also questioned two claims on page 33, the first 

two, for McCarty Mulch. Both are for the same amount and appear to be duplicates. Clerk Treasurer 

McMillan explained that one is for Sarah T. Bolton Park and the other is for Don Challis Park, he will 

double check with Tom Hannan to insure this is correct. Sandy Seward moved to accept the claims as 

presented.  Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which was approved by unanimous voice vote.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: none 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Master Vendor License, Fraternal Order of Eagles - presented by Clerk Treasurer McMillan 

 

Fraternal Order of Eagles applies for this every year. They have provided all the necessary documentation 

that is required. The BGPD have signed off to approve. This is for music on Main Street August 9, 2015. 

Sandy Seward commented that she appreciated that the application is filled out completely.  

Ed Bell moved to approve the license. Sandy Seward seconded the Motion; which was approved by 

unanimous voice vote 
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Master Vendor License Walmart Store #5443 - presented by Clerk Treasurer McMillan 

 

Each business is required by ordinance to obtain a license if they carry vending machines. It is $10.00 per 

machine and an additional $75.00 if they have 5 or more. Walmart has 20 machines, so their sub- total 

was $200.00 plus the additional $75.00 for a total of $275.00. Sandy Seward moved to approve the 

license.  Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

  

Cost Estimate Proposed CIPP Lining Project- Sanitary Sewer Rehab- presented by Brent Siebenthal, 

Wessler Engineering 

 

Brent is requesting permission to proceed with sending out the bid packets for the 2015 Sanitary Sewer 

Rehab project. He intends to send out three packets. The base quote estimate is $146,475.00 and the add 

alternate quote estimate is $32,790.00. 

 

Base Quote: 

Cherry & Killian Drives- 2 segments 

8th and 9th, Avenues Alton to Bellefontaine- 2 segments 

Hornet Drive- 2 segments 

6th and 8th Avenues South of Albany- 2 segments 

Grovewood Place and Grovewood Drive- 2 segments 

10th and 11th, from Byland to Churchman 

 

Alternate Quote: 

Bellefontaine and Alton East of South of 9th  Avenue 

Additional on Grovewood Place and Grovewood Drive 

 

Mayor Buckley asked Brent to explain why these particular areas were chosen. Brent explained that it is 

because of their condition. They have structural problems and are the most in need of rehab. Sandy 

Seward moved to approve not to exceed $150,000.00. Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which was approved 

by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Sandy Seward asked how our wastewater is holding up. Mayor Buckley commented that we have a lot of 

filtration of the stormwater into the sanitary sewer system. Brad Meriwether, DPW Director, commented 

that we have 9 flowmeters that measure the flowout. Only 3 of the 9 are affected by wet weather.        

Wessler Engineering uses historical data that Brad has provided them, to estimate how the rainfall is 

affecting things. Brad sends Mary at Wessler the numbers every month and after reviewing the numbers 

from June they don’t think it will be that bad.  The City has 9 to 12 years of historical data that Wessler 

uses. Brad also explained that so much of the issues with the CIPP line the City cannot control, but we are 

fixing what we do control, such as the liners. 

 

 
Automatic Gate Installation – presented by DPW Director, Brad Meriwether 

 

This project is in conjunction with the removal of the underground tanks and the installation of the new 

above ground gas and diesel tanks. Brad got 2 quotes. After reviewing the quotes, Imperial is the most 

responsive and best fits their needs. Ed Bell asked if it would be keypad entry. Brad said, he has decided 

that the keypad will better fit their needs and is more economical. Ed Bell asked if it will be surged 

protected and Brad said it will be hooked to a generator. Mayor Buckley commented that part of the 

reason for this change was so that City vehicles could fuel from one place. The fire department will be 

http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/06.30.3015_cost_estimate_proposed_cipp_lining_project_-_wessler.pdf
http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_recommendation_to_install_gate_at_dpw:price_quotes.pdf
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able to go in and fuel the engines at 10:00pm at night if they need to. Also, the gate has security issues, so 

this will correct that. 

Sandy Seward asked if it is budgeted. Brad stated that some of it will be paid from the auction revenues. 

Mayor Buckley commented that Jeff Peters stated that it has to come from the sewage. Clerk Treasurer 

McMillan voiced his concerns because the sewage revenue is down approximately $160,000.00 and there 

was also an incorrect billing issue from Citizens Energy. 

 

Clerk Treasurer McMillan read into the record, the Letter of Recommendation from DPW, Director Brad 

Meriwether. 

 

The quotes were as follows: 

Imperial Fence (Keypad Entry) - $11,975.00  

K & K Fence (Keypad Entry) - $12,600.00 

 

Sandy Seward moved to approve the bid from Imperial Fence Company.  Ed Bell seconded the Motion; 

which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

Driveway Replacement - presented by DPW Director, Brad Meriwether 

 

Brad read a letter into the record requesting permission to repair the main drive at DPW. He has found 

Ace in the Hole to be the most responsive bidder.  

 

The quotes were as follows: 

Ace In The Hole - $33,700.00 

Globe Asphalt - $36,728.00 

 

Brad reported that the drive needs reconstruction from Ritter to the DPW gate. Ace in the Hole is teaming 

up with Grady Brothers and they are doing 10” of concrete with rebar in the middle, so it will definitely 

be able to handle the weight of the heavy trucks. Ed Bell asked how far the concrete will extend. Brad 

commented that the actual concrete pad is 24 x25. Sandy Seward commented that we don’t want our 

expensive City vehicles driving on the roads with the disrepair that they are in now. Sandy Seward moved 

to approve the bid from Ace In The Hole.  Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which was approved by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

Leaf Machine Purchase - presented by DPW Director, Brad Meriwether 

 

Brad read a letter into the record requesting permission to purchase a second leaf machine. Brad presented 

two quotes and he recommended using Best Equipment.  

 

The quotes were as follows: 

Best Equipment -$44,500.00 

Old Dominion - $44,804.00 

 

Sandy Seward asked if it was budgeted and Brad stated that the money will be used from the auction 

proceeds to pay for this. Clerk Treasurer McMillan stated that he thought the proceeds from the auction 

were approximately $46,000 and the cost for this is $44,500.00. Sandy Seward asked if the City always 

had two leaf machines. Brad said, yes, the City has always had two leaf machines and they purchase them 

with them coming off opposite sides, one on the passenger side and one on the driver’s side, so on the 

“one way “streets they can collect both sides without having to go the wrong way.  

http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_recommendation_to_repair_dpw_drive:price_quotes.pdf
http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_recommendation_to_purchase_leaf_machine:price_quotes.pdf
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Mayor Buckley remarked that back in 2012 the City had two machines, one was a 1992 and one was a 

1994 and both were broke, so the leaf machine program has been completely revamped with new 

equipment. Clerk Treasurer McMillan commented that at one time the City was considering discontinuing 

the leaf machines and the Citizens expressed that is was a program they wanted to see the City keep. 

Sandy Seward moved to approve the purchase of the leaf machine from Best Equipment. Ed Bell 

seconded the Motion; which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Sandy Seward asked if it will be here before leaf season and Brad believes it will. 

 

 

Step Increase – presented by Chief Cheshire 

 

Chief Cheshire presented a letter requesting to increase Kyle Heerdink to a 2nd year firefighter. With this 

increase his pay will be increased to $2141.16. 

 

Ed Bell moved to approve the increase for Kyle Heerdink to a 2nd year firefighter and to increase his pay. 

Sandy Seward seconded the Motion; which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

Letter of Conditional Resignation – presented by Chief Cheshire 

 

Chief Cheshire explained the Letter of Conditional Resignation from Christopher Vanroo. Chris will start 

his new class with IFD on August 3rd, 2015. Chris will be using his vacation time to fill out the remainder 

of July. 

 

Clerk Treasurer McMillan read the Letter of Conditional resignation into the record. 

 

Sandy Seward moved to accept the conditional resignation letter from Christopher Vanroo. Ed Bell 

seconded the Motion; which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

Letter of Resignation - Civilian Paramedic- presented by Chief Cheshire 

 

Chief Cheshire commented that Jennifer Byer has submitted her letter of resignation. Her last day of 

employment will be July 16th. Jennifer has accepted a job offer in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

 

Clerk Treasurer McMillan read her Letter of Resignation into the record. 

 

Sandy Seward moved to accept the resignation letter from Jennifer Beyer. Ed Bell seconded the Motion; 

which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

BGFD Request to Fill (2) Firefighter Positions–presented by Chief Cheshire 

 

Chief Cheshire read the request to fill 2 positions created by Keric Fitzgerald’ resignation in May and 

Christopher VanRoo’s resignation; which will take affect August 3, 2015.In the event Chris wouldn’t 

leave they would put off hiring another one. Sandy Seward asked if this makes them officially short staff 

and Chief Cheshire said, yes. Clerk Treasurer McMillan stated that he believes they have the money in 

their budget, but after speaking to the Chief he believes it is necessary to fill these positions and if there is 

not enough money in the budget, he will asked for Council approval to transfer monies from his salaries 

to theirs, because he does have extra in his salaries. 

http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_bgfd_request_to_approve_step_increase.pdf
http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_bgfd_request_to_fill_%282%29_firefighter_positions.pdf
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Ed Bell moved to approve the request. Sandy Seward seconded the Motion; which was approved by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

BGFD Request to Fill (1) New Firefighter Position- presented by Chief Cheshire 

 

Mayor Buckley asked Clerk Treasurer McMillan to explain this. Clerk Treasurer McMillan stated that as 

he said before he believes they do have it in their budget, but in the event they do not, he will ask the 

Council for approval to transfer money from his salaries to their budget, however, he just found out on 

Friday that Council will be hearing an ordinance tonight, presented by Councilor Davidson, to increase 

the Engineer’s and Captain’s pay, so that was something he had not figured into the numbers and he 

believes Councilor Davidson wants this approved for 2015. He knows they can put it into the 2016 

Budget, but he is concerned about the remaining 2015 Budget. Mayor Buckley stated that it will not be 

retro-active, but will go forward from the time of approval and that won’t be until September. Both Chief 

Cheshire and Aaron Jeannette agree that it will not exceed $5,000.00. Mayor Buckley explained that this 

request is to hire an additional firefighter, because of the recruit class and budgetary. Clerk Treasurer 

McMillan stated that even though we hire them now it would be close to January before they start.            

Ed Bell asked how much it cost to send the firefighter to IFD recruit class. Rob explained the different 

steps they go through while attending the IFD recruit class. The class will be held at Wayne Township 

Academy. Chief Pierce explained that the cost for City is very minimal. It is in-kind cost. They trade off 

instructors and use of equipment. The largest cost to the City is the text books. 

 

Ed Bell moved to approve hiring one additional firefighter. Sandy Seward seconded the Motion; which 

was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Request to Hire Civilian Paramedic – presented by Chief Cheshire 

 

Chief Cheshire read a letter into the record requesting to hire Alexis Lucas as a civilian paramedic. 

Alexis’ salary will be $1,746.95. She will begin July 13th, 2015. 

 

Sandy Seward moved to approve hiring one additional firefighter. Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which 

was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

Request for Refund Pinnacle Environmental – presented by Mayor Buckley 

 

Clerk Treasurer McMillan read the request into the record. 

 

Mayor Buckley stated that Pinnacle was told there are no refunds issued. They paid for eight boring holes 

and only bored five, so they are asking for a refund. He recommended that no refund be given. Sandy 

Seward moved to deny the request for a refund. Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which was approved by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

Permission to Hire - Compliance Officer – presented by Mayor Buckley 

 

Clerk Treasurer McMillan read into the record the Letter of Permission to Hire. 

Sandy Seward moved to deny the request for a refund. Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which was approved 

by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

 

http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_bgfd_request_to_fill_%281%29_new_firefighter_position.pdf
http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_bgfd_request_to_hire_civilian_paramedic.pdf
http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/06.18.2015_request_for_refund_-_pinnacle_environmental_&_geotechnical.pdf
http://www.beechgrove.com/uploads/1/0/1/2/10129925/07.06.2015_recommendation_to_hire_compliance_officer.pdf
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Handicap Parking Permit- Renewal- presented by Mayor Buckley 

 

A request was presented to approve the renewal of a Handicap Parking Permit for Doris Ebler. 

 

Sandy Seward moved to approve the request. Ed Bell seconded the Motion; which was approved by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS:  
 

 Sandy Seward- thanked Mayor Buckley for the informational meeting he conducted on June 18th. It was 

nice to have the public here in attendance and listen to everything that you had to talk about for our City. 

 

Mayor Buckley announced that the Board of Works will meet this Wednesday July the 8th at 6:00pm in 

Council Chambers to discuss an employment matter. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:    

 

Sandy Seward moved to adjourn. Ed Bell seconded the Motion.  The meeting was adjourned at  

6:46 p.m.  

 

The next meeting will be Monday, July 20th, 2015 at 6:00 pm. at City Hall Council Chambers.  

 

 

 

_________________________                      ______________________________ 

 

Dennis Buckley, Mayor                                      Dan McMillan, Clerk Treasurer 

 

 

Prepared by: Dan McMillan 

 


