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CITY OF BEECH GROVE                                                                                                                                   

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES HEINIGER APPEAL  

                                                         MONDAY, JULY 25th, 2016 

 

 

 

Mayor Dennis Buckley called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 

ROLL CALL: Board of Works Members Sandy Seward, Ed Bell and Mayor Dennis Buckley were 

present.  Also in attendance, was Clerk Treasurer Dan McMillan and City Attorney, Craig Wiley.   

 

 

MEETING MINUTES:  NONE 

 

 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: NONE 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: Heiniger Appeal 

City Attorney Craig Wiley Stated a group met on March 21st, 2016 and worked out this settlement with 

Mr. Heiniger. It was stated a doctors excuse was produced on January 11, 2016. Mr. Heiniger had used 44 

sick days. There calculations was city owed him $9,556.95 which he received $5,761.11 Craig was 

unclear of 9 days pay he claimed. Mr. Heiniger stated that amount was from the April 4th, 2016 Board of 

Works meeting. So you are owed for 5 days? You were not paid from 3/26/16 to 4/1/2016 which should 

have been $1,355.60 Mayor asked about 3/21/2016 date, Dan stated that was his retirement date. Mr. 

Heiniger stated he was not paid from 3/21/2016 thru 4/1/2016 Dan stated he was retired and could not pay 

this as turned in on the time sheets. Craig stated that the group took off the days owed up front and 

Councilman Duffer did it on the back end. Craig asked again you are owed for 10 sick days total less ½ 

buyback for a total of 5 days. The Mayor asked Mr. Heiniger if he was paid for everything else and he 

stated he was. Clerk Treasurer Dan McMillan asked Mr.Heiniger in his retirement letter dated 10/13/16 

that he wanted the same deal that Mr. Stevens was getting Dan asked him to elaborate on this request he 

stated it was not relevant Dan disagreed. Since 10/26/15 Mr. Heiniger has used sick days. He stated he 

has used 44 sick days since his retirement letter. Sandy Seward stated the 4/4/2016 minutes were word for 

word and didn’t see the need to rehash the same thing over and over Dan disagreed. Mr. Heiniger was 

asked when a doctor’s excuse was produced Mr. Heiniger was not sure of the date of the doctor’s excuse. 

He was asked if he called in sick on these days he was off he answered no, he was also asked if someone 

else put his sick days on the board he answered not that he knows. He was asked how he knew what days 

he was going to be sick months in advance he did not answer this question. He was asked if he took a full 

time job on 10/26/15 he stated it had nothing to do with this hearing. On 1/11/16 he submitted a medical 

note stating he is unable to work for an indefinite time, yet he is working a full time job. Mr. Heiniger 

was asked if he was ever asked to submit to a fitness test he gave no answer. The City Attorney explained 

why you are not allowed to use sick pay, in a letter dated 2/11/16 the city attorney advised Mr. Heiniger 

that his actions of working a second job while collecting sick pay violated the cities sick leave policy. 

Article (d) of the employee handbook states employees shall not be entitled to use accumulated sick leave 

for purposes of early retirement he gave no answer. Did you work on 3/21, 3/22, 3/23, 3/24, or 3/25/2016 

as time sheets show no answer was given?  
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Did anyone encourage you to do these sick days like you did no answer was given. Were you given any 

days to get to your anniversary date no answer was given? He was asked again if he used sick days while 

working another job he would not answer. He was asked if he feels he got the same deal Mr. Stevens did 

like he stated in his retirement letter he had no answer. Mayor asked how many days are you owed for is 

it five days. Mr. Heiniger states his calculation is different but he agrees to the five days and a dollar 

amount of $1,355.60. Sandy Seward stated at 4/4 2016 BOW meeting he received four days and still 

owed five days difference for $1,355.60. Dan stated he will pay the claim under protest because he would 

have never reached his anniversary date without being given days and he was working a full time job and 

was in direct violation of city ordinances. Nathan Rinks stated this was nothing more than a rerun of 

things to compromise this. He wanted to thank everybody for their hard work on this settlement he stated 

someone didn’t get their own way so he’s taking his ball and going home. Dan replied he was not invited 

to the settlement meeting which he found odd since he is the HR person for the City and Chief Financial 

Officer. Sandy Seward made a Motion to approve the payment of $1,355.60 to Mr. Heiniger, Ed Bell 

seconded the Motion the vote was 2-0 the Mayor did not vote on the payout. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: NONE 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: NONE 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Ed Bell moved to adjourn. Sandy Seward seconded the Motion. The meeting was 

adjourned at 6:31pm. The next meeting will be Monday August 1st, 2016 at 6:00 pm. at City Hall Council 

Chambers.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________                      ______________________________ 

Dennis Buckley, Mayor                                      Dan McMillan, Clerk Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: Dan McMillan 

 

 


