
Board of Works -Parks Board 

Special Meeting 

Wednesday, February 8, 2012 

 

Mayor Buckley Called the meeting to order at 9:00am  

Opening Comment: A few weeks ago the Board of Works and Parks Board listened to a proposal 

from St. Francis Hospital /Franciscan Alliance. Today we will hear a proposal from Community 
health Network. Mayor Buckley then read the same rules for this meeting that were applicable in 

the first meeting with St. Francis Hospital.  

Roll Call: Nancy Roberts, Dave Harrison, Board of Works Member, Joe Prindle, Parks Board 
Member, Beth Berg, Parks Board Member, and Ed Marks Parks Board Member. Also in attendance 

were Mayor, Dennis Buckley and Clerk Treasurer, Dan McMillan.  

Introductions: Dr. Robin Ledger, President of Community East and Steve Zetyl Executive Director of 

Affinity Health Clinics.  

Presentation:  

Dr. Ledger began by giving a brief history. She stated six to nine months ago Community Health 

Network began meeting with Dr. Paul Kaiser Superintendent of Schools. She also stated that 
Community Health Network is interested in providing health care services to the community of 

Beech Grove as St. Francis exits. Community Health Network would like to assist in improving the 

overall health of the community of Beech Grove. She also noted that while Community Hospital has 
continued to grow and build new hospitals they have kept Community East Hospital opened. In fact 

after St. Francis exits Beech Grove, Community Hospital East will be the only Hospital left opened 

between St. Vincent’s and St. Francis South. She expressed their willingness to help Beech Grove fill 

the void that is being created by St. Francis exiting. Community Hospital would like to start with a 
Health Care Center providing services to the teachers, and City Workers. They would like to s tart a 

program that teams the medical provider and wellness coach together. This program has enjoyed 

great success in other areas and she believes it is a tremendous benefit for wellness programs and 
preventative care. Eventually they would like to find a site on Emerson Avenue to build a free 

standing building that could offer 24 hour, 7 day a week care to the community of Beech Grove. She 

acknowledged that there is always a business aspect to it, which is true with all hospitals, but she 

again reiterated Community Health Network’s desire to help improve the overall health of the 
community.  

Comments from Board members:  

Parks Board President Ed Marks asked how much square footage Community Health Network 

would need to use from the Community Center. They said 1800 to 2400 square feet is what they 



would like to use. Community Health Network does not want to take over the Community Center, 

rather they would like to co-exist. They want to use the center as a jumping off point to begin 
providing services to the community of Beech Grove They think the Community Center would be a 

perfect place to disseminate information, and they would interface their programs with the 

Community Center Programs. Community Health Network does not wish to be invasive. They have 

experience in fitting into different size spaces. Eventually they would like to build a free standing 
urgent care center somewhere on Emerson Avenue north of the interstate, but south of Main 

Street. Parks Board Member Beth Berg asked if they have a time line. They stated they would like to 

have a contract signed with the City of Beech Grove in March. They also stated they have already 
been looking at sites on Emerson Avenue. They would like to have the urgent care center opened 

sometime in 2013. They also stated they would be opened and transparent with the City of Beech 

Grove. Parks Board Member Joe Prindle explained that the Parks Board was not aware of the extent 

of the negotiations that had taken place with this project until January 25, 2012 when Mayor 
Buckley called the meeting to include The Board of Works and Parks Board. Joe was shocked to 

learn what had transpired thus far. They had heard rumors but had not received any confirmation 

from the previous administration. The Community Center was built in partnership with the park and 
schools. The Community of Beech Grove really wants to keep the center. Further he stated that he 

is not sure that it is legal to allow a business to use this space since Federal Grant money was 

involved when the center was built. He stated the Parks Board may want to hold a special meeting 

with the citizens. Mayor Buckley expressed his gratitude to Community health Network for being 
sensitive to the community of Beech Grove and their needs. E also expressed that he was hoping to 

see an Urgent Care Center somewhere on Main Street, close to the neighborhoods. He also stated 

that he is not sure if legality issues exist because of Federal Grant money.  

Comments from Former Mayor Wiley:  

Former Mayor Wiley spoke to his concerns from losing St. Francis Hospital.. He would like to see an 
emergency center with a 23 hour bed center in Beech Grove. He also expressed his concern 

because the citizens of beech Grove will have to go miles to obtain emergency services instead of 

blocks.  

Mayor Dennis Buckley’s Closing Comments:  

Mayor Dennis Buckley thanked Community Health Network for their Presentation. He also noted 

that he had not been in contact with Community Health Network since receiving St 

Francis/Franciscan Alliance Proposal. He wanted to insure the integrity of both proposals.  

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 9:32 am.  

Dennis Buckley, Mayor____________________________________  

Dan McMillan, Clerk Treasurer____________________________  

 


