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The history of the Beech Grove church roots back into 

the history of what was once known as the Palestine 

church. The first Brethren settlement in the vicinity of 

Palestine occurred prior to 1830. In 1868 a church was 

built about ½ mile south of Palestine on the east side of 

the road. It was across the road from the present New 

Order German Baptist Church. It was known as the Pal-

estine German Baptist Church. The Beech Grove Church 

was formerly a part of this Church. 

The Beech Grove Church was built in 1888 at its present 

location and was so named because of the predominance 

of beech timber in the community at the time of its be-

ginning. It is believed that Deacon George Miller gave 

the land that the church was built on  

 
 

Upcoming 

Meetings 
 

The second 

Wednesday of 

each month 

 

 Mar14
th

 2018 
APR 11

h
 2018 

May 9th 208 

 

6:30 – 8:30 PM 

Beech Grove 

Public Library, 

Community Room 

 

 

New Member? 
Want to Join   

the Beech Grove 
Historical 
Society? 

Dues are $20 per 
person, per year  
Due in January 
OR you can pay 

a 
One-time lifetime 
membership fee 

of $100 per 
person. 

 
Donations are 

always welcome, 
too! Simple pay 
Nancy Ellis in 

person at one of 
our meetings, or 

send your 
payment to our 
address, below, 
with an attention 
to Nancy Ellis. 

 
 
 

PLEASE SHOW 
YOUR SUPPORT! 

Come and enjoy the 
meetings 

Saturday, 

March 24, 

2018  

1:00 pm to 

3:00 pm  

at the Beech 

Grove Branch 

Library  
Steve Nontell 

will share 

information  

about Beech-

Grove-born actor 

Steve  

McQueen’s life 

and career.   

  

Memorabilia 

from the Steve 

McQueen  

Birthplace 

Collection, 

housed at the  

Beech Grove 

Branch Library, 

will be  

displayed. This 

collection 
celebrates  

the birth of Steve 

McQueen’s long    

acting career 
with his 
starring role in  

the television 

show Wanted 

Dead or Alive.  

Sponsored by 

the   

Beech Grove 

Historical 

Society 
 

 
See our Facebook page and get in on the pictures, 
info, and conversation! Share the page with your 

friends and spread the word! 

BEECH GROVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



In 1904 the Palestine territory was divided; the west part was to be known as Beech Grove and 

the section to the east retained the name Palestine. The Beech Grove Church of the brethren was 

organized as a separate church on March 11, 1904. 

The church building was remodeled in 1905, 1924, and 1929. In 1944 a parsonage and 26 acre 

farm was purchased for $4800 from Daniel Evan (Eve) Hollinger. He was the Grandson of Mo-

ses Hollinger, who was a minister at Beech Grove from 1905 – 1916. 

There were changes made to the church basement in 1937. In 1951 the building was raised and 

completely remodeled. A tower was added to the front and a 26 foot addition was added in the 

back for Sunday school rooms. In the basement of the new addition are a large kitchen, rest 

rooms, and a furnace room. All of the former building was renovated at this time. It was dedi-

cated September 29, 1951. 

New pulpit furniture was purchased in 1965 along with aluminum siding. New pews were 

bought in 1974. In 1987 new carpet was installed in the sanctuary, along with the purchasing of 

a new Organ and Piano. New windows were installed in the church in 2001. 

The parsonage was enlarged to include a master bedroom and bath downstairs. They also added 

a half bath and large bedroom upstairs in 1991. The kitchen was updated in 2007 and the origi-

nal bathroom was updated in 2011. 

In 2014 two new monitors were installed in front by the altar. 


