
                            

 

About Us 

In 1978, a middle school slide presentation called "Beech Roots" became the catalyst that set the Beech Grove 

Historical Society in motion.* Three teachers (Helen Brunoehler, Carol Skidmore, and Sandy Yant) and fifteen 

students began interviewing local residents and researching the history of Beech Grove. The result was an 

award-winning slide presentation that was shared among the community at club meetings and organizations. 

 This initial group was soon reorganized with a meeting held by the director of the Beech Grove Public Library, 

Frances Wiseman, in April 1979. The following month officers were elected and bylaws set in place. These 

officers were: Ruth Kroening, president; Shirley Fox, vice president; Darlene Lawson, secretary; and Ruth 

Duell, treasurer. The directors elected were: Harold Sauer, Abbie Boone, and Trent Trulock. 

 Over time the group faded, but was rejuvenated... 

 In the fall of 2010, Frank Schwer and Willie Chaney constructed a booth for the Beech Grove Fall Festival. Its 

goal was to raise awareness of the condition of what once was the Churchman tower, now located on private 

property along Churchman Avenue. The men were eager to raise awareness among the community, as well as 

funds to preserve the tower from decay and destruction. 

 This motivation gave birth to the current, revised group of the Beech Grove Historical Society. The first 

meeting was in January of 2011 and had only six people in attendance. As word and excitement spread, the 

group grew to well over twenty members by May. Officers were chosen as follows: Frank Schwer, president; 

Tom Wade, vice president; Melissa McCollom, secretary; Willie Chaney, treasurer; and Dorothy Nicholson, 

historian.  

 The Beech Grove Historical Society exists to honor the past, capture the present, and impact the future. We 

want to preserve the artifacts and lessons from days gone by as we collect current treasures and stories for the 

days to come. We are made up of the young and old, of those native to the area and those who happily find 

themselves as new residents. We are parents, neighbors, and friends. We are just like you. 

  

 


