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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY                                                                                                                                                                                           

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3
rd

, 2012 

 

Mayor Dennis Buckley called the meeting to order at 6:08P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL: Board of Works Members Dave Harrison, Sandra Seward and Mayor Dennis Buckley present.  Also in 

attendance were Clerk Treasurer Dan McMillan and City Attorney Craig Wiley. 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES: 

The meeting minutes from the November 19th, 2012 were presented to the Board.  Sandra Seward moved to accept the 

minutes as presented.  Dave Harrison seconded the Motion which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: 

 

Mayor Buckley gave a brief description of these claims.  

 

 Corporate Manual Claims – claims that do not require Board approval prior to being paid.  There are a total 

of 8 pages in the amount of $424,759.80.  Dave Harrison asked about the adjustments on page 6 and Clerk 

Treasurer McMillan explained that in last quarter of 2011 and first quarter of 2012 one employee did not have 

his PERF payments taken out correctly so they were corrected.  There were no other questions or comments 

and Mayor Buckley asked for approval.  Sandra Seward moved to accept the claims as read.  Dave Harrison 

seconded the Motion, which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

   Corporate Regular Claims - claims that require Board approval prior to being paid.  There are a total of 3 

pages in the amount of $29,426.16.  Dave asked about Duncan video charges and Clerk Treasurer McMillan 

explained they were for some lightning strike damages that were paid by Insurance. They replaced the remote 

equipment that was damaged.  Sandra asked about the final payment on the Front Loader.  Clerk Treasurer 

McMillan explained this is the front loader for the Board of Public Works and it would be their final 

payment.  Mayor Buckley asked for approval.  Dave Harrison moved to accept the claims as read.  Sandra 

Seward seconded the Motion, which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Health Insurance 

Clerk Treasurer McMillan thanked all the people who served on the committee to choose the new Insurance 

for the city employees.  They  are Aaron Jeanette, who represented the Fire Department,   James Baughn 
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represented the Police Department, Rodney Giffin represented the Department of Public Works, Dave 

Harrison a Board of Works and Council member, Chris Duffer the former Clerk Treasurer and Dan McMillan 

the current Clerk Treasurer.  These people spent many hours listening to Insurance presentations.  

 

It was the committee’s recommendation to go with Unified Group as the administrator and Christian Duncan 

to be the representative for the Insurance.  This was a unanimous decision from the committee.  Sandra asked 

the Clerk Treasurer if the committee made the decision on what the employees wanted or what provider the 

committee wanted. Clerk Treasurer McMillan said that it was decided due to listening to the presentations 

and the cost.  Christian’s commission alone was $11,000 cheaper than any other company.  The city’s bid did 

go out to about 20-25 different companies for consideration.   Christian thanked the committee for giving him 

another year to serve Beech Grove and stated they would be having meetings in the near future with the 

employees.  One benefit of going with them is the ability to speak to a ‘live’ person when calling customer 

service. Also they are welcome to call Christian at any time and he is always available to help. Unified does 

have a dedicated representative for the city employees.  Christian passed out a pamphlet and did a 

summarization of how the benefits work. This is considered a Trust Fund.  They offer two options to the 

employees: a Health Savings Account and a Non Health Savings Account and there was no change in 

premiums. The money is actually put into a savings account and that is how the city can pay the claims.  At 

the end of October there was still around $400,000.00 sitting in the trust ready to pay claims for city 

employees.  Unified sends the billing and a check is then sent to Donley Benefits and they distribute where 

the money needs to go such as claim payments, stop-loss payments and the PPO access fees. The city could 

save about $2,800.00 per year if we did not use Donley but they have been the ones who have always done it. 

It could be open to anyone.  Mayor Buckley asked if we pay the HSA members the money at the first of the 

year.  Christian said we did that in 2011 but did not do it in 2012.  The reason it was done in 2011 was due to 

employees going from traditional to HSA and they wanted to be sure the employees were covered.  It can be 

done that way but right now is it being done in 24 paydays.  It works out easier on payroll to do it each pay 

period.  The board had no further questions or comments.  

 

Mayor Buckley asked for a motion to approve Christian Duncan as the city’s agent. Sandra Seward moved to 

accept the Motion, Dave Harrison seconded the motion which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

  

Mayor Buckley asked for a motion to approve Unified Group for 2013 Health Insurance as the third party 

administer.  Sandra Seward moved to accept the Motion, Dave Harrison seconded the motion which was 

approved by unanimous voice vote.   

 

The committee will meet again on Wednesday and they will be looking at the PPO network to see if there 

could be any more savings on the benefit side.  If any changes come out of the meeting the committee will 

make the board aware of them.  There could be future savings for 2014 but we are under a time constraint to 

get the Summary of Benefits out to the employees for 2013.  Open enrollments are at the beginning of the 

year.   

 

Mayor Buckley made another motion to approve the numbers as presented to the board.  Sandra Seward 

moved to accept the Motion, Dave Harrison seconded the motion which was approved by unanimous voice 

vote.  

 

Arson Garage Fires 

Chief Rob Cheshire stated the Police and Fire department have been investigating some deliberate set fires to 

garages on North 5th and 6th Avenue.  It looks like trash was set on fire inside or next to the garages.  The 



3 
 

Police Department will be watching the area and they have had several strong tips that it might be 

juveniles.  Letters were handed out to residents concerning the fires and the city’s involvement to pursue who 

is setting the fires and to prosecute. 

COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS: 

 

Sandra likes the Christmas Decorations and tree at City Hall. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

  Board of Works Member, Sandra Seward moved to adjourn.  Board of Works Member, Dave Harrison seconded the 

Motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:34 p.m. 

 

  

_________________________                      ______________________________ 

Dennis Buckley, Mayor                                      Dan McMillan, Clerk Treasurer 

 

 

Prepared by: Sheri Morgan 


